
Veterinary Technician (Vet Tech)

VETERINARY TECHNICIAN (VET TECH)?
A Veterinary Technician (Vet Tech) is a medical
professional who is trained to care for a variety of
animals and assist Veterinarians in providing medical
care to their patients. Vet Techs are the equivalent of
Registered Nurses for Veterinary Medicine and are
crucial in providing quality medical care to animals.
The environment Veterinary Technicians work in can
vary greatly by the services provided and the type of
animals treated. Given the great complexity of
diversity of animal medicine and physiology, Vet
Techs can choose a path that aligns with their
passions. A career as a Veterinary Technician can be
extremely rewarding for those who love caring for
animals. For those planning to further their
education, experience as a Vet Tech can be a
valuable stepping stone for pursuing a Doctorate in
Veterinary Medicine (DVM) degree.

SKILLS PERFORMED BY VETERINARY
TECHNICIANS

Assisting with physical examinations and surgery
Administering medications and vaccinations
Performing x-rays and diagnostic imaging
Blood and tissue sample collection
Emergency first aid
IV and catheter placement
Dental cleaning
Anesthesia monitoring
Wound care
Record-keeping and documentation

 EDUCATION & TRAINING REQUIREMENTS
High School Diploma
Associate of Applied Science (A.A.S.) degree in
Veterinary Technology

2 years in length
Includes courses such as Biology, Animal
Anatomy & Physiology, Microbiology,
Pharmacology, etc.

LICENSURE REQUIREMENTS:
Completed (American Veterinary Medical
Association (AVMA)-accredited Veterinary
Technology Program
Pass the Veterinary Technician National Exam
(VTNE)
Licensing and credentialing requirements may vary
between states.

LOCATIONS VET TECHS WORK
General Practice Veterinary Clinics
Emergency Room Veterinary Clinics
Specialty Veterinary Clinics (ex. surgery, anesthesia,
dentistry, oncology, ophthalmology, etc.)
Animal Research Facilities
Shelters
Zoo / Wildlife Rehabilitation
Government & Public Health Agencies

SALARY & JOB OUTLOOK
Average annual salary for a Veterinary Technician is
between $40,707 - $58,436 with a median salary of
$47,260 and an hourly rate of $19.57. 
Vet Techs are in high demand and the job market
expected to grow 19% between 2021-2031.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/finding-a-
job/what-is-a-veterinary-technician
https://careers.bluepearlvet.com/us/en/blogarticle/h
ow-to-become-a-vet-tech
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/healthcare/veterinary-
technologists-and-technicians.htm
https://unity.edu/careers/alternative-career-paths-
vet-techs/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DAjEaKdVq2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v2r_gSRQ8VU
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