
Genetic Counselor

WHAT IS A GENETIC COUNSELOR?
A genetic counselor is a healthcare professional with
specialized training in genetic testing and
counseling. These individuals work in a variety of
medical settings, performing genetic testing to
assess patients for disease risk-factors and helping
them navigate making informed decisions about
their health. Modern advancements in the field of
genetics have illuminated many of the genes and
gene mutations that put someone at higher risk for
developing certain diseases. Genetic Counselors can
have a monumental impact on patients by helping
them understand the likelihood of developing
diseases such as cancers and neurodegenerative
diseases. A patient’s likelihood of developing diseases
are assess by Genetic Counselors by evaluating
family history, documenting life-style risk-factors,
and performing a plethora of DNA and specialized
genetic testing. For patient’s who are identified to
have genetic risk factors, Genetic Counselors offer
emotional support in addition to recommendations
for further testing or prophelactic treatments.

 EDUCATION & TRAINING REQUIREMENTS
High School Diploma
Bachelor’s Degree

4 years in length
Most often in a scientific field like biology,
biochemistry, or psychology.

Note: While majoring in a field of science is
not required by most programs, doing so
will best prepare you for a Genetic
Counseling Master’s program.

Master’s of Science in Genetic Counseling
2 years in length
Prerequisite coursework often include Biology,
Genetics, Biochemistry, Psychology, and
Statistics.
Some programs require applicants to take the
GRE exam

LICENSURE REQUIREMENTS:
Completion of ACGC-Accredited Genetic
Counseling program
Pass the American Board of Genetic Counseling
(ABGC) Certification Exam
State licensure requirements may vary

GENETIC COUNSELING MEDICAL SPECIALTIES
 Prenatal & High Risk Pregnancy Care 
Reproductive Medicine
Oncology
Pediatrics
Psychiatry
Neurology
Cardiology
etc.

GENETIC COUNSELORS WORK SETTINGS
Hospitals / Clinics
Research
Education
Policy & Government Agencies
Industry

SALARY & JOB OUTLOOK
Average annual salary for a Genetic Counselor is
between $81,548 - $125,101 with a median salary of
$98,213.
Genetic Counselors are in high demand and the job
market expected to grow 16% between 2023-2033.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
https://www.nsgc.org/About/About-Genetic-
Counselors
https://www.nsgc.org/BecomeaGC
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/healthcare/genetic-
counselors.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7yIW0L9dLCQ
https://college.mayo.edu/academics/explore-health-
care-careers/careers-a-z/genetic-counselor/
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