458 Ornithology (4)- The biology of avian reptiles with an emphasis on evolution,
taxonomy, anatomy and physiology, ecology, behavior and distribution. Laboratory
includes identification of regional avifauna, as well as field trips and dissections. Spring
semester. Lecture 3 hours, laboratory 3 hours. Prerequisites: Biology 122 with a
minimum grade of C, and at least one 300-400 level course from the Biology or
Environmental Science curriculum, and Junior standing. Laboratory/studio course fee
will be assessed.
B) Objectives:
See respective catalog descriptions.
E) Rationale:
In our upper level vertebrate zoology courses (i.e., Biology 456, 457, and 458), students
are introduced to broad based concepts in behavior, ecology, evolution and systematics.
The same holds true for the laboratory portions of these courses. Specifically, students
are responsible for learning the diversity, distribution, and life-histories of the
representative groups (i.e., fish, mammals and birds). These courses are intended for
biology majors seeking a 400-level course. We are formally, requesting the prerequisites
be changed to make all upper level zoology courses consistent, and allow flexible
enrollment (see separate BIOL 340-Herpetology proposal). Currently, the prerequisite is
BIOL 313 (Comparative Zoology) which is a logical choice, but the course is offered
only once every 2 years and has an enrollment limited to 24 seats. This synergistic effect
functionally prohibits most of our upper-level students from freely taking these courses.
Therefore, the current instructors (i.e., Schorr, Gaudin and Aborn) do not require or
enforce the BIOL 313 prerequisite. The new prerequisites would have all students taking
these courses to have junior standing and at least one 300-400 level course from the
Biology or Environmental Science curriculum. This is done in order to ensure that they
already have some experience with upper-level courses, and the junior standing
essentially ensures that they will be better equipped to deal with the rigors of Biology
456, 457, or 458 while promoting flexible scheduling.
F) Consequences of the Proposal:
A change to the prerequisites will not impact course enrollment, so no additional
sections, space, or staff will be required. These courses are taught in alternating
semesters and years hence students and advisors must plan accordingly to ensure that the
course of interest can be taken during the student’s junior or senior year. The current
instructors of Herpetology (currently Biology 340), Ichthyology (456), Mammalogy
(457), and Ornithology (458) have agreed upon and recommend the changes as described
above.
G) Impact on Other Departments:
The change should have no effect on other departments.
H) N/A
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