
 

 
 

 

 



 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Spotlight on China 

 
 
The size and diversity of China extends to nearly all aspects of this important nation and 
civilization – a big landmass, an enormous population, and a long and storied history. 
One of the oldest cultures in the modern world, China was a regional authority long 
before it earned its current place in the broader world. There are centuries of Asian 
history, dynastic history, and anthropologic history to study, as well as ancient arts and 
traditions. The rise of modern China over the last 35 years has been nothing short of 
remarkable. After World War II, communist rule under Mao Zedong imposed strict social 
and economic codes. The Mao years brought both great successes and monumental 
failures. Subsequent leaders have lessened the social controls and focused on developing 
the Chinese economy through large-scale industrial progress and major foreign trade 
agreements. Today, under President Xi Jinping, it is both the most populous country and 
the second largest economy in the world and, some would argue, a geopolitical 
superpower as well.    
 
Though China is still a communist state, the Chinese people enjoy greater social 
autonomy now than in the last 70 years, and while the economy has been slowing in the 
last year, it still reflects the entrepreneurship shown by the rapidly modernizing 
population. This is true in the well-known cities of Beijing and Shanghai, but also 
throughout the country in dozens of lesser known cities with populations bigger than 
most major cities in the U.S. China’s size means a tremendous diversity of options in 
educational travel – of themes to explore, of places to see, and of opinions to form. 

 

Did You Know? 

− As of 2013, China backs four of the world’s 10 biggest banks by market value; in 
2004, none of the world’s largest banks was Chinese. 

− China has experienced a more than tenfold increase in GDP since 1978. 

− As a result of the “one child” policy introduced in 1978, China is one of the most 
rapidly aging countries in the world, even as the policy began phasing out in 2015. 

− Since 2005, China has reduced its carbon intensity by 33%, and pledged a 60-65% 
cut by 2030. 

 

 

By the Numbers 

11.2 trillion Estimated 2016 
GDP (USD)  

2nd Current ranking in the 
world economy 

1.38 billion Population 

37.4 Median age 

1.4 billion Cell phone users 
as of 2016  

731 million Internet users as 
of 2016 (most globally) 

2.5 trillion calculations per 
second (of China’s fastest 
supercomputer) 

Official name: People’s Republic of 

China 

Capital: Beijing 

Top languages: Cantonese, English, 

Putonghua (Mandarin)  

Major industries: Finance, 

manufacturing, construction, power, 
mining  

Major agricultural products: Rice, 

wheat, potatoes, peanuts, tea, millet, 
barley, cotton, pork, fish, soybeans 
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http://www.zhongxianghotel.com/featuresen.html
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https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/ramada/xian-china/ramada-plaza-xi-an-south/overview
https://www.wyndhamhotels.com/ramada/xian-china/ramada-plaza-xi-an-south/overview
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https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g303760-d455519-Reviews-Queli_Hotel-Qufu_Shandong.html
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g303760-d455519-Reviews-Queli_Hotel-Qufu_Shandong.html
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https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g294220-d1717277-Reviews-Days_Hotel_Nanjing-Nanjing_Jiangsu.html
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotel_Review-g294220-d1717277-Reviews-Days_Hotel_Nanjing-Nanjing_Jiangsu.html
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mailto:highered@worldstrides.org
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https://travel.state.gov/

