
CENTER FOR COMMUNITY CAREER EDUCATION
TIMELINE OF GROWTH, 1980-2019

MAR 1983
FACE receives copyright 
on its training manual 
Face Forward

JULY 1984
FACE begins to o�er its 
successful Life Planning 
model

APR 1986
Center selected as one 
of 25 sites to receive 
$100,000 grant to 
initiate Career 
Beginnings

JAN 1982
Displaced homemakers 
services expands to 
Bradley County 
homemakers

JUNE 1984
NW Georgia Private 
Industry Council brings 
FACE services to Walker, 
Catoosa and Dade 
counties

FEB 1987
FACE becomes Center for 
Community Career 
Education by approval of 
UT Board of Trustees

JULY 1988
Center begins to o�er 
career planning services 
on a fee-for-
service basis to private 
clients

JULY 1989
Center hosts first 
residential summer 
enrichment program for 
disadvantaged youth

JULY 1992
Center provides TN Dept 
of Human Services JOBS 
program services to 
assist welfare recipients 
from a five-county area 
entering the workforce

MAR 1995
Center assists with the 
publication of 
Educational 
Pathways, a 
handbook of academic 
and career planning for 
high school students, a 
project of Tennessee’s 
21st Century Schools 
Program which 
encourages life-long 
learning

JUNE 1990
Center selected as one 
of six sites to initiate 
Higher Ground, a 
college retention 
program

OCT 1995
Center provides services 
to Families First 
Program, o�ering job 
counseling and training 
to welfare recipients 
prior to entering 
workforce

MAR 1994
Career Beginnings and 
Walmart partner to 
commemorate Sam 
Walton with tree 
planting

JAN 1996
U.S. Rep. Zach Wamp 
and Rep. Marilyn Lloyd 
meet with Center clients 
and sta�

APR 1998
Center chosen to 
implement Business 
Edge for Teachers, a 
statewide Education 
Edge initiative

OCT 1998
USA Today 
announces the 
establishment of the 
Southern Appalachian 
Educational Opportunity 
Center at UTC

JAN 1999
Center publishes Career 
Exploration on the 
Internet catalogs for 
elementary, middle and 
high school students

MAR 2001
Center receives WIA 
funding from SE TN 
Workforce Development 
to implement in and out 
of school youth 
programs in Hamilton 
and Bradley counties

OCT 2004
Funding from the TN 
Commission on Children 
and Youth provides 
afterschool 
programming to 
children in the M.L. King 
community in 
partnership with Olivet 
Baptist Church and 
Hamilton County’s 
Lights On! project

JULY 2003
Center’s funding from 
the Edward Byrne 
Memorial Grant serves 
Howard High School 
students with Leading 
Youth to Success

JAN 2004
Funding from the U.S. 
Dept. of Education 
creates WesTech 
computer training lab 
and internet café in the 
Westside community

JULY 1998
Center launches website 
to serve as a gateway to 
career services and 
resourcesJULY 1995

Center becomes one of 
57 agencies nationwide 
to serve in the National 
Technical Assistance 
Provider Network, part 
of the National 
School-to-Work 
Learning Center

OCT 1996
Center gives first 
Partners in Change 
award to Synthetic 
Industries, the award 
from Women Work? 
The National Network 
for Women’s 
Employment recognized 
companies who 
promote opportunities 
for women in transition

OCT 1991
Career Beginnings 
receives $750,000 grant 
from U. S. Dept. of 
Education. The program 
served students from 
Sale Creek, Soddy Daisy, 
Central, Howard, 
Brainerd and Lookout 
Valley high schools.

MAY 1986
Center joins Project Link 
to provide computerized 
referral service for 
disabled job seekers and 
employers

MAR 1989
UTC’s Career Beginnings 
recognized by the AASCU 
as one of the best 
programs for at-risk 
youth

JAN 1990
Education 
representatives from 
Mississippi visit UTC to 
view Career Beginnings 
as a model for the state

MAY 1991
Center, public school 
systems and 14 area 
businesses sign the 
School, College and 
University Partnerships 
agreement to promote 
Career Beginnings

MAR 1987
Sen. Bob Dole, chair of 
the Dole Foundation for 
the Employment of 
People with Disabilities, 
visits Chattanooga to 
announce a grant to 
support programs for 
disabled persons
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SEP 1998
UTC receives the TN 
Opportuities Equity 
Excellence Award for 
support of the center

FEB 1998
Center contracted to 
identify best practices in 
School-to-Career for the 
TN Dept of Education, 
Education Edge O�ce

MAR 2000
Center begins delivery 
of technical assistance 
across the State of 
Georgia

SEP 2001
Center receives GEAR UP 
grant from the U.S. 
Dept. of Education to 
serve Bradley and 
Walker counties

FEB 2005
Center receives Interest 
Recognition from the TN 
Center for Performance 
Excellence as it begins 
Baldrige quality 
initiative

SEP 2006
Center receives funding 
from the U.S. Dept. of 
Education to establish 
an Educational Talent 
Search project in 
Hamilton County

OCT 2007
Center receives funding 
from TN Commission on 
Children and Youth to 
create PAWS (Positive 
Action With Success, 
later named 
Postsecondary 
Awareness with Success, 
the Center’s first 
elementary collegiate 
awareness program

MAY 2006
Center receives the 
Alfred P. Sloan Award for 
Business Excellence in 
Workplace Flexibility

MAY 2007
Center receives the 
Alfred P. Sloan Award for 
Business Excellence in 
Workplace Flexibility

JULY 2009
Center receives funding 
for PAWS from O�ce of 
Equity and Diversity, 
Hamilton County schools 
and 21st Century Schools

MAY 2009
Upward Bound Math 
Science celebrates 10 
years

DEC 2010
Upward Bound and 
GEAR UP (serving 
Hamilton County) move 
to Center

AUG 2009
PAWS program receives 
response from President 
Obama regarding letters 
PAWS students sent to 
him titled “I’m Not a 
Quitter!” The President 
sent a letter and 
photograph to the 
Center to distribute to 
the students and Brown 
Academy

JULY 2010
EORO comes to Center.  
This Diversity in 
Teaching scholarship 
program is awarded 
from THEC and supports 
students majoring in
licensure programs that 
are in high demand in 
Hamilton County.

OCT 2013
Center programs part of 
application to the 
President’s Higher 
Education Community 
Service which was 
awarded Honor Roll 
with Distinction

JAN 2015
CK, Now! begins services 
to regional elementary 
schools: half-day field 
trip for fourth- and 
fifth-graders to 
experience college

APR 2019
Center awarded 
Outstanding 
Grantsmanship Award 
from the College of 
Health, Education and 
Professional Studies

SEP 2016
Talent Search celebrates 
10 years

MAY 2018
Upward Bound 
celebrates 50 years

JUNE 2019
CK, Now! has served  
10,863

SEP 2019
PAWS ends

SEP 2003
Upward Bound 
Math/Science moves to 
the Center for 
Community Career 
Education from the 
Challenger Center

AS OF 2019:
• All programs in the Center meet or exceed outcomes.

• More than 78,000 youth and adults have been served since 1980.

• More than $40.4 million in grants and contracts have been secured.

• Average annual service is to more than 5,800 regional students and adults.

• Talent Search has secured more than $3 million since 2006.

• Upward Bound was 50 years old at UTC in 2018 and has secured $2.7 million since 2010.

• Upward Bound Math/Science has secured more than $5.0 million since 1999.

• GEAR UP has secured more than $15 million in Bradley, Walker and Hamilton Counties.

• EOC has secured more than $5.3 million since 1998.

• CK, Now! has served more than 10,800 children since 2015.

• EORO has secured more than $454,000 in scholarships since 2010.
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MAY 1980
FACE opens with 
services to displaced 
homemakers

AUG 1991
Center receives SACS 
Exemplary Partnership 
Award

OCT 1992
Chubb LifeAmerica, 
Provident, TVA, WDSI 
and Bill Sudderth 
honored for support of 
Career Beginnings

MAY 1992
Center is awarded 
contract by TVA to 
provide outplacement 
services to individuals 
who had been injured 
on the job


