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Fall 2014 

  
COURSE TITLE: State Government, Politics, and Policy 
COURSE NUMBER: Political Science 5230 (CRN 46508) 
CLASSROOM: FLETCHER 416 
INSTRUCTOR: Richard Wilson 
INSTRUCTOR'S OFFICE: FLETCHER 414 
INSTRUCTOR'S OFFICE HOURS: W 4:30-5:30PM; 8-8:30PM and by appointment 
PHONE: (423) 227-1312 or (423) 425-4281 
EMAIL: Richard-Wilson@utc.edu 
COURSE CATALOG DESCRIPTION: The organization, functions, and operations of state governments in the 
United States. Emphasis on policy formation and outputs. 
COMMUNICATION: To enhance student services, the University uses your UTC email address for all 
communications. (See http://www.utc.edu/ for your exact address.) Please check your UTC email on a regular basis. 
If you have problems with accessing your email account, contact the Help Desk at 423/425-4000. 
ACCOMMODATION STATEMENT; If you are a student with a disability (e.g. physical, learning, psychiatric, 
vision, hearing, etc.) and think that you might need special assistance or a special accommodation in this class or 
any other class, call the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 425-4006 or come by the office, 102 Frist Hall. 
COUNSELING CENTER STATEMENT: If you find that personal problems, career indecision, study and time 
management difficulties, etc. are adversely impacting your successful progress at UTC, please contact the 
Counseling and Career Planning Center at 425-4438. 
ATTENDANCE POLICY: Each student is strongly encouraged to attend class. Some departments on campus have 
mandatory attendance policies so severe that a student may fail after only a few absences. My policy is not quite so 
severe, but it is serious and one can fail the course for absences alone. Each student will be allowed ONE unexcused 
absences before a penalty of 5% of the numerical grade for the course is imposed. Each subsequent unexcused 
absence will result in a further 5% reduction in the numerical score for the final grade. Excused absences are only 
granted upon presentation of a written excuse for reasons such as illness, death in the family, car accident, etc. Since 
the exam dates have been set, be advised that there will be no makeup exams without prior notification to the 
professor that you cannot attend and without a valid WRITTEN excuse (illness, death in family, car accident, etc). 
EXAM POLICY: There will be three tests each of equal value. The first exam will be held before the withdrawal 
deadline. Both essay and multiple choice questions will be used. I may also assign additional short essays beyond 
those already assign by Dr. Hamilton. I am currently formulating plans for a research project and may decide to go 
to two tests depending on how those plans develop.  Please assume the test dates are valid until notified otherwise. 
DAILY TOPICS AND READINGS; This schedule may have to be adjusted to accommodate some guest speakers 
who are due to speak to this class. The references below to UTC Learn Chap.1 (etc.) refer to the book length 
manuscript in the Course Documents section of UTC Learn. I anticipate adding more material from Bowler 
et.al Citizens as Legislators as the course progresses. Also more material on policy will be added in the latter third 
of the course if the research project can be developed. 
9-10 UTC Learn Chap. 1 Introduction and Chap. 2 Federalism 
9-17 TN Blue Book, pp. 352-455 TN Historical Background 
9-24 TN Constitution in TN Blue Bk, pp. 532-555; Bowler et.al Citizens as Legislators, pp. 1-55 
10-1 Review for First Unit Test and FIRST UNIT TEST 
10-8 and 10-15 UTC Learn Chap. 4, Governor pp. 4-1 to 4-17;TN Blue Book pp.122-136,487-503; Thad Beyle, 
Governors in Virginia Gray et. al. Politics in the American States, pp. 191-231 
10-22 and 10-29 UTC Learn Chap.5, Legis. pp. 5-1 to 5-23, TN Blue Book pp. 1-19,37-46; Keith Hamm and Gary 
Moncrief, Legislative Politics in V. Gray et. al. Politics in the American States, pp. 144-190. 
11-5 Review for Second Unit Test and SECOND UNIT TEST 
11-12 UTC Learn, Chap. 6, Courts pp. 6-1 to 6-9, TN Blue Bk pp. 285-306 and UTC Learn, Chap. 7, 
Administration. pp. 7-1 to 7-8, TN Blue Bk pp. 141-283. 
11-19 UTC Learn Chap.8, Politics and Policy 8-1 to 8-10 
11-26 NO CLASS -- Thanksgiving Holiday 
THE THIRD UNIT TEST WILL BE HELD IN THE REGULAR CLASSROOM ON THE REGULAR 
SCHEDULED EXAM SESSION. THERE WILL BE NO FINAL EXAM. 
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