
Utmost Degree 
UT Chattanooga makes history with its first &.D. graduate BY CINDY C-OLL 

w hen Brian Lambert walked across the 
stage of the McKenzie Arena last Decem- 
ber to receive his degree in computational 

engineering, he made history Lambert became the 
fust Ph.D. graduate of the University of Tennessee at 
Chattanooga. UTC had already graduated students 
with the Doctor of Physical Therapy degree @.RT.) 

With the and is now launching a doctoral pmgmm in educa- 
introduction tional leadership, but -bat assumed a place in 

of each of history as the first to receive a Ph.D. 

the doctoral "I am very honored, iF a little overwhelmed, to 

degrees, UT have been the first one out the door," he says. "It 
~ h ~ t t ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ' ~  ms a huge accomplishment for me, as it is for every 

standin rises Ph.D. student, to finally finish. At the same time, it A was a huge accomplishment for the UT SimCenter 
at Chattanooga and UTC to have created such an 
outstanding program." 

With the introduction of each of the three doc- 
toral degrees, UT Chattanooga's standing rises 
among! its peers, and the university 

expands the university's commitment to the com- 4 

munity. WhenUTC was created m 1969 by a merger 
of the University of Chattanooga, Chattanooga City 
College, and the University of Tennessee, the merger 
agreement said the new school would develop doc- 
toral programs as soon as it was practical. The 
35-year dream has become reality, upgrading the 
perception of the university in the region. 

Chattanooga is an attractive place to study, and 
for Lambert, the SimCenter represented a particu- I 

larly advantageous recruiting tool. "Students, espe- 
cially those in science and engineering, like to see 
activeresearchprograms. The Simcenterrepresents 
a further increase in the research and educational 
opportunities available to students:' he says. I 

Lambert began his graduate studies at Misis- 
sippi State University in fall 1998, after earning a I 

B.S. in physics at the University of Northern Iowa. 
I 

He worked as a graduate research assistant at the 1 
MSU Engineering Research Center and earned an - M.S. in computational engineering in 2001. When 

the team of Mississippi State researchers moved 
to UTC and formed the UT SirnCenter in Chat- 
tanooga, Lambert decided to follow. 
Lambea says he was in the 6th grade when he 

.-.-*A 
taok a course that introduced him to computer pro- 2' grammi%. w- around that time that my par- 

kiy a computer. I was very interested 
pmgramming. In high school I became 

?kiterested in physics and majored in physics in 



college at the Unlyersity of Northern Iowa,'' he says. 
"It was there that I mok a wme in computatioaal 
physics and became interested in computer m- 
tlon as a tool for understanding rheworld around us. 
One of my pruEessors suggested I Iinvestigirte p d u -  
ate programs in the field of computational science.'" 

One of the members of the SimCenter team, Dr. 
Roger Briley, was a strong influence on Lamben's 
academic career. "Dr. Briley has been a tremendous 
source of guidance over the years," Lambert says, 
"and his moving to UTC was a big reason behind 
my dedsion to transfer as welt. The research pro- 
cess inherently inwives a lot of false stil lrs and dead 
ends. When I was stuek, he helped me find my way , 
out. His advice will serve me welt in my tamer." 

The foundation laid by Briley and the facutty of 
the SiCenter led Lambert to his nav career with 
the computational fluid dynamics group at Seeing's 
St. Louis site, where he i s  an engineer-saendst. He 
is imm in wmputation~ &esis OF fluid flow 
& a M .  'The @up also and sup- 
p- 4any Qf Of to018 used in thgt i t d y ~ i ~ .  @ 
reeponsiiilirim in&de p & i a  in both of 
those aetivjties. Rewtly I haw also begun to assist 
in administer@ our in-home computing spsms:" 
Lambert says. 

Even without actively recruiting, the SimCenter 
has attracted high-caliber students like Lambert to 
study in Chananwga. lambert says the program has 
advantages for students, UTC, and the region. "The 

DU- studems the Simcaer helps rn 
cbktmo~ga may be attractme as patental eploy- 
ees for companies m looate or expand in the 
Ghattwuop area: he says. 

Job Market Good for D.RI Grads 
UTCts Doetorof Physical Therapxgraduates say the job market 
is good in their specialty. Graduates have been recruited to work 
in adul  and pediatric acute-care hospitals and rehabilltation 
centers, outpattent ocrthepedic dinics, private practices, school 
settings, and wellness centers 

D.ET. gr~Luab5 also have been front and center at national physical therapy 
suents. "Flve gmduab from the 2003 D.FT class were selected to present their 
senior researcn projects at the American Physical Therapy Associatin's ann~al 
rneetyng in Wasnington. D.C.." says Dr. Cathie Smith, aning head of physical I 

I therapy at UTC. Resesrch projects conducted by seven graduates fromihe class of 
2004 were presented at an APTA meeting in New Orleans last Februa~. I 

Establ~shing a doctorate in the physical therapy program br~ngs UTC in line I with the vision of APTAlhat by 1020 all ~ h ~ s i c a l  therapy education o.oams  ill 1 - 
prepare entry-led physical tharapy clini&n%ans at the doctoral level. 

"With the physical therapy curriculum now being Mered at the dn~toral levsl, 
UTC is prepairngpractitioners for the changing healthcere environment of the 21st 
centufy," Smith says. The D.81 graduates of UTC join more than 300 other alumn~ 
of the physical therapy program. 

- 

taming and Leadership Offers Alternative 
Entering a doctorel program requires the resolve to dedicate at least 4 pars  to 
come work and wnting a dissertation. So managers, bllsiness professional$ 
and educators already 1dggSng careers and family life should find a refreshihg 
altetnabve tnrough UTC's M.D. in Learninn and leadersh~p. 

"The program is nm-nao~tional in many smses of the vtord." says Dr. Geni 
Bartoo, Routt Professor In t t ~  Graduate Studies Division of Me Colleae of Health. 
Education, an$ Professional Studies. "I ,thi"k the me esaterie 
emimsntine with new% wag's sf &liv&m.edtlcatian; 
wiffi lacal egeneies, including schwls and 
attractiveness of f l C  as a dace to teach; 
who wiilg~grow the wflmwoi&.." 

A push !ram heal leaders in 
n8W program.Witfl 

Lupmn Library holdings funded oy the feundation. "It allows us to get journal 
s~bscnptions- -always a pricey cammrhnent--thd we need but oidn't have, 
well as to pur~kase.hks," Bartoo says. 

Clerical and adminiarative sum* has bean addad to a c m  
ffnique schaduiing end sk~dent-cd~tagt n8e@~ of ihs ltramitrg anal 
dbctoral students. 

As preparations continue forthe doctorsi candidates to e~barkdn 
path of learnink faculty fnembers aree~rgized by the ~rospeGtof 
the tloctwa1 level. The univnr5l&'s enggBL!ment intkis educational 
movides increased visibility with the potenfial fo boost UTC's ranki 
i@itutions. 

The Ed.D., along with the m.0. inmmput&i~nal engineniing an 
are taking UT Chattanouga a d t h e  Chat&itooga CBmtiiunitya st@ 
community ma tu r i l yd  maturii that benefis all. '!I am a grealbeliever*iG :'! 
con ti nu in^ educationin W e  fu i i senwd the phrase," Bacrtoa says. . . "  . ~~ 

"With a.broadmingof. the iostitutinnil s W , m m e s  a 
afawarsngs$ of the heoftante and adYladtag6s of 


