University of Tennessee Chattanooga

Department of Criminal Justice

Syllabus

Introduction to the Criminal Justice System (CRMJ 110)

3 undergraduate credit hours

Fall 2006
Class Schedule: MWF 12:00 – 12:50 

Prof: Dr. Melchor C. de Guzman
Classroom: FLET 113




Office Hours: Wednesday 1:30-3:30 DAV108
Phone: 423-425-2166




Email: Melchor-deguzman@utc.edu

Required Text:  G. F. Cole & C. E. Smith (2005).  Criminal Justice in America, 4th Edition.  Belmont, CA: Wadsworth Publishing.
Course Description: An overview of the criminal justice system as it currently operates in its three major components: police, courts, corrections. A broad-based interdisciplinary perspective is employed to introduce the student to theories of crime and the process of criminal justice in modern America.

Course Objectives: At the end of the course, the student should be able to:

1. identify the functions of each agencies of the criminal justice system;;

2. gain familiarity with the relationships of the agencies of the criminal justice system including the evolution of functions, programs, and values of the criminal justice system;
3. discuss issues in the administration of justice through the use of empirical knowledge.
Requirements:

1. Attendance Policy.  Attendance is very important but not mandatory.  Your presence enhances the learning process.  There will be classroom activities that will enable you to earn credits.  If you are absent you will miss this opportunity and there will be no chance for a make-up.  In this regard, make sure that you will not abuse your prerogative to be absent. Also, as a policy, any student who incurs more than 6 unexcused absences will be dropped from the roll regardless of his or her progress in class.

2.  Withdrawal Policy. If it becomes necessary to withdraw from the course, follow the procedures for dropping. Not officially dropping a course has repercussions on your grade/GPA.  Any student who does not meet the requirements or who neglects to withdraw in the manner provided by the University will receive a failing grade.

3.  Examinations.  There will be two major exams for the class (i.e, a mid-term and a final) on the dates specified in the course schedule.  Make-up exams are given only for compelling reasons.  Therefore, if you will miss the exam for any compelling reason (i.e., death in the family or serious illness), get in touch with me BEFORE the scheduled examination.  DO NOT JUST DISAPPEAR ON THE SCHEDULED DATE AND ARRANGE A MAKE-UP DATE WITH ME LATER! The examinations will last for the entire period.  Late students shall not be given the exam once a member of the class who took the exam has turned in his or her paper.  Any student who does not have any of the major exams or the writing requirement shall receive a grade of either “I” if he/she has satisfactory marks or “F” if he/she has an unsatisfactory performance.  

4.  Deadlines.  All papers, assignments, or projects will be collected immediately after attendance is taken on the due date.  Any work not handed in at that time will be considered late even if they are only thirty seconds late and will not be accepted. Therefore, do your work before you come to class.  
5.  Classroom decorum.  Discourteous and disruptive behavior shall not be tolerated. Also, please turn off your cell phones or put them on silent mode during class hours. Academic dishonesty is strongly discouraged. Failure to observe proper conduct may be processed by means of a formal academic disciplinary action.  
Grading: The following are the distribution of points for the different requirements


Exams 


100 points



Class participation
  50 points



Writing Assignment
  50 points





       _____________




Total

200 points

After computing the average of your accumulated scores, the following shall be the assignment of letter grades cores shall be as follows:

A+  98-100

B+   87-89

C+  77-79

D 60-69
A    94-97

B     84-86
 
C    74-76

F below 60
A-  90-93

B-    80-83

C-   70-73



Disabilities Note: If you have a disability that may require accommodations, please speak with me as soon as possible.  
Course Schedule

        Dates



Topics



  
  Readings
August 21-25


Understanding Crime 1


Ch. 2

August 28-Sept 1

Understanding Crime 2


Ch. 2

September 4


No Class (Labor Day)

Sept. 6-8


Overview of the CJ System


Ch. 1

Sept. 11-15


Criminal Justice System and the Law

Ch. 3

Sept. 18-22


Policing in America



Ch. 4 & 5
Sept. 25-29


Policing and Law



Ch. 6 
Oct. 2-4


Police Issues and Trends


Ch. 7

Oct. 6 



Midterm Exam



Chs. 1-7

Oct. 9-13


Courts





Ch. 8
Oct. 16-20


Court Processes



Ch. 9
Oct. 23



No Class (Fall Break)

Oct. 25-27


Sentencing




Ch. 10
Oct. 30-Nov. 3


Penology




Ch. 11

Nov. 13-15


Alternative Sanctions



Ch. 12
Nov. 17-20


Prisons and Jails



Ch. 13

Nov. 22-24


No Classes (Thanksgiving)

Nov. 27-29


Release and supervisions


Ch. 14

Dec. 1-4


Juvenile Justice



Ch. 15

Dec 6 (Wed. 11-1pm)

Final Examination



Ch. 8-15

Note:For unavoidable circumstances, the schedules, policies, and course requirements in the syllabus may be subject to change.
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