Professional Development Workshop
Number and Operations for Grades 3-5

July 21-25, 2008, 9:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m., UTC campus, Hunter Hall, Room 212
Funding: UC Foundation Strategic Initiative Award
General Information:

•
Limited to 24 classroom teachers in grades 3, 4, or 5 who have responsibility for teaching mathematics, and/or UTC preservice teachers.
•
Stipend provided, $50 per day for 5 days.

•
Meals provided, breakfast and lunch.
•
Parking pass provided.
•
Book and CD provided, NCTM’s Navigating through Number and Operations in Grades 3-5.

Requirements:

•
Participation in all 5 days of the workshop.

•
Complete a pre-test and a post-test of relevant mathematics items (a code known only to the participant will be used to collate the two tests).

•
Student TCAP scores from 2008 (score upon entering the teacher’s class) and 2009 (score upon exiting the teacher’s class) will be obtained (anonymous, historical data).
Activities:

Activities will focus on understanding of place value for larger whole numbers and decimals, models for understanding multiplication and division, models for representing fractions, and models for addition and subtraction of fractions. Concrete materials will be used to represent concepts. For example, fraction circles will be used to compare fractions, and dot arrays will be used to explore multiplication and the distributive property. Other hands-on approaches will be presented, including the use of work mats, number lines, and games with spinners. Relevant Internet sites will be explored. The project is aligned with national and state curriculum standards, and college readiness standards (ACT).
Through the maintenance of an online community in Blackboard, throughout the academic year, we will create a learning, working, and community environment for two-way communication between project personnel and project participants. A minimum of one new resource will be posted each week for trial and discussion. Resources will include publicly-available Web sites for mathematics content and pedagogy, lesson plans, journal articles, and Java applets. This will provide timely access to resources and foster dialogue to provide a meaningful educational experience for participants.

Project Personnel:

Dr. Deborah A. McAllister (UTC), Project Director

Susan M. Bothman (Ooltewah High School), Project Assistant

Shirley A. McDonald (Ringgold Middle School), Facilitator (M, Tu, W)

Peggy S. Moyer, (Red Bank High School), Facilitator (Th, F)

Additional Facilitator (TBD)
