
How to design a collage

using Japanese Mon
(family crests)

as inspiration



Start with 
your divided 

circle



Design one section…

…and copy it in every other section



Consider 
all your 

color 
choices



Each 
section 

could be 
identical…



...or 
colors 
could 
rotate 
around 

the circle! 



What color 
combinations 

can you 
create?



Examples 
from 

previous 
students

Can you tell 
how many 

sections each 
circle has?

Note the extra 
elements at 

the bottom of 
each design



This one 
has three 
sections…

…panels, 
a fan and 
one bead



WOW!
How many 
sections is 

this?

Two beads 
a panel 
and a 
border



Easy! 
Three 

sections!

A fan, two 
beads, a 

tiny panel, 
a border 

and 
calligraphy



Three 
sections, 
with a 
twist!

Two beads, 
calligraphy 

and a 
border



Again, 
three 

sections

A fan with 
two beads, a 
panel and a 

border



Six 
sections

A wide 
panel, and 
a twisted 
root with 

three beads



Any ideas yet?

Hope so!
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