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Despite a long history in the arts and humanities as curricular mainstays
and a continuing presence as sociocultural mythological anchors,
biographies and other forms of life writing have been neglected as sources
for teaching educational leadership. Besides biographies, these include
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All physical education teachers need feedback if they are to improve their
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This study examined the effect of an experimental educational psychology
course on preservice teachers; ideas about teaching. The experimental
course immersed students in writing as a response to reading, writing to
reflect on previous beliefs, and a teaching model to help students question
their experiences and beliefs founded in previous school experience. The
study investigated whether 20 preservice teachers would change their
conceptions and attitudes about the unimportance of reading and writing
across curriculum subject matter when immersed in a preservice 16-week
course where writing to make sense and reflect, and talking, were central
to their learning experiences. . .
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Critical Communication in the Sociology Classroom

This article describes a collaborations between a sociologist and a writing
instructor to develop a Human Ecology course that stresses problem-
solving and written communication. The emphasis on thinking and
writing skills means reduced time for lectures but increased student ability
to identify, resolve and communicate issues in sociology.
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Currently, the technical approach to curriculum and instruction in physical
education is dominant. The key features of this approach are: the use of
behavioral objectives in planning programs and instructional episodes;
selection of subject matter and teaching strategies based on intended
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learning outcomes; and assessment of behavioral outcomes using
measurement and quantification. An alternative to the technical
perspective on physical education and instruction is an approach based on
reflective practice. . .
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Dialectical thinking has values for education that have been largely
overlooked by researchers and educators. Dialectical thinking refers to the
ability to view issues from multiple perspectives and to arrive at the most
economical and reasonable reconciliation of seemingly contradictory
information and postures. Dialectical thinking is a form of analytical
reasoning that pursues knowledge and truth as long as there are questions
and conflicts. . .
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The current practice and theory of preparing college teachers of writing
can benefit greatly by considering the history of writing teacher education
as practiced in this country since at least 1894. Harvard University
(Cambridge, Massachusetts) offered the first course for new teachers of
writing in 1912, and in the early years of this century, occasional calls for
better graduate training programs were made in articles published in
“English Journal.” . . .
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Writing proficiency is an important skill that can help teachers
communicate what they know to colleagues, teacher educators, and
researchers. The effectiveness of the Writing across the curriculum
movement supports development and implementation of a writing
program in undergraduate teacher education. The Advanced Writing
Proficiency (AWP) Program at Saint Mary’s College (Indiana) requires
students to demonstrate competency in “Writing appropriate to the
profession.”. . .
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This paper describes activities of Morehead State University (Kentucky)
to support public schools in adjusting to state-mandated educational
reforms in curriculum, instruction, assessment, support for children and
their families, shared decision-making, and paradigm shifts from
Skinnerian behaviorism concepts to social constructivism. (1) assessing
needs of educators; (2) providing a workshop on outcome-based education
in response to identified needs; (3) providing training on performance-
based assessment; . . .



