SAMPLE SURVEY INFORMED CONSENT – SENSITIVE SUBJECT
Dear Student:PRIVATE 

We are conducting a study on attitudes toward relationships and relationship violence.  The research is being conducted in conjunction with The University of Portsmouth and the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga, and has been approved by the University Institutional Review Board. We would appreciate your participation and are asking you to complete a survey that will be passed out shortly. 
While this survey deals with fictional and hypothetical events, sometimes thinking about relationship violence can be disturbing for some people.  If the topic makes you uncomfortable, please do not participate.  In addition, if you feel that you need to talk to anyone about any issues raised by this survey please contact any of the resources listed at the bottom of this letter.  

A survey will be passed out to the entire class in a minute.  If you choose to participate, please complete the survey according to the directions provided.  Participation is completely voluntary.  All responses are anonymous and confidential.  Please do not put your name or any other identifying information on the survey.  It will be impossible to link any individual to their responses. If you elect to take the survey and become uncomfortable, you are free to stop taking the survey at any time during the process.  There is no extra credit or other incentive for participating; therefore, you will not be adversely affected in any way if you choose not to participate.

The person administering the survey will collect all responses in about 15 minutes.  Please do not hand in your survey until you are asked for it.  If you do not wish to take the survey, please sit quietly at your desk.  You may do other work if you wish.  When called for, please turn in your survey whether or not you chose to participate.  It should take about 15 minutes to administer this survey.
You may get a copy of the finalized results and any reports once the data is analyzed.  If you wish this information, please contact me at [contact information for you and your faculty advisor goes here].
Thank you for your time and consideration in this matter.  
Sincerely,

Dr. Jane Smith 
Dr. Mary Jones 
If you have any questions about your rights as a subject/participant in this research, or if you feel you or your child have been placed at risk, you can contact Dr. Bart Weathington, Chair of the Human Subjects Committee, Institutional Review Board at 423-425-4289.  Additional contact information is available at www.utc.edu/irb.

For assistance in dealing with relationship violence you may contact the following sources.  In addition, university counseling services at both universities can assist you with a wide variety of issues.

University of Portsmouth::
University Counseling Services:  0239 284 3157
Women’s Aid National Domestic Violence Helpline: 0345 023 468

Refuge’s 24-hour National Crisis Line:  0990 995 443   

University of Tennessee at Chattanooga: 

Transformation Project:  423-425-5605
University Counseling Services:  423-425-4438
Chattanooga Domestic Violence Hotline:  423-755-2700
National Domestic Violence Hotline:  1-800-799-SAFE
