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Dr. Irven Resnick Selected to Direct NEH Summer Institute at Oxford
Staff Writer: Amy Thaggard, Graduate Assistant

Each year, the National En-
dowment for the Humanities se-
lects outstanding scholars in hu-
manities fields to hold summer
seminars and institutes around
the world. The National Endow-
ment for the Humanities (NEH)
is a federal agency that supports
education, research, preservation,
and public programs in the hu-
manities. Annually, NEH sup-
ports opportunities for humani-
ties faculty to direct or attend
summer institutes and seminars
where faculty members from
throughout the country come to-
gether to engage in research and
specialized study in a humanities
topic area.

Dr. Irven Resnick, Professor
and Judaic Studies Chair of Ex-
cellence in the Department of
Philosophy and Religion, has re-
ceived $180,943 to direct and
administer one of this year’s
summer institutes. Dr. Resnick’s
NEH Summer Institute,
“Representations of the *Other’:
Jews in Medieval Christendom,”
will examine the changing depic-
tions of Jews as the most visible
‘other” in that society. Dr. Res-
nick’s institute will take place
during Summer 2006 at the Ox-
ford Center for Hebrew and Jew-
ish Studies, an independent aca-
demic postgraduate institution

associated with the University of Ox-
ford in the United Kingdom.

Dr. Resnick’s exceptional history
with NEH helped him to secure this
award. In 2003, he was awarded a
NEH Summer Institute grant to di-
rect an Institute of the same name.
Evaluations from Dr. Resnick’s 2003
Institute applauded him for “working
nonstop to make this the best of in-
stitutes™ and for being “tremendous,
always available, sensitive to the
needs of the group, and responsive.”
This year, Dr. Resnick was one of
only 11 distinguished faculty mem-
bers to secure grants to Direct Sum-
mer Institutes. Being selected by
NEH twice in three years to direct a
summer institute is an impressive
achievement and underscores Dr.
Resnick’s scholarly credentials and
administrative abilities.

Dr. Resnick has designed the in-
stitute is to provide participants with
a better understanding of the changes
in the legal status, economic condi-
tions, cultural stereotypes, and depic-
tions of Jews as the most visible and
problematic minority group in me-
dieval Christendom. Dr. Resnick’s
perspective is rooted in the under-
standing that we best understand a
society once we know its boundaries,
who is included and who is ex-
cluded. Dr. Resnick will lead par-
ticipants in an examination of medie-
val strategies of inclusion and exclu-

sion that will enable participants
to gain knowledge and insights
about the medieval lifestyle. In-
terrelationships between medie-
val Jews and Christians in West-
ern Europe will be the focus be-
cause perceptions of the Jew rep-
resent the paradigm for medieval
notions of the ‘other,’ lessons
that will also have implications
for Muslims, Christian heretics,
lepers, women, and other groups
on the margins of society.

This year’s institute will fea-
ture an extensive list of promi-
nent visiting scholars who are
specialists in the field of medie-
val studies and Judaism. Jeremy
Cohen, a professor of Medieval
Jewish History at Tel Aviv Uni-
versity and author of The Friars
and The Jews: the Evolution of
Medieval Anti-Judaism, is one of
the preeminent historians of mi-
nority communities in late me-
dieval culture. Daniel Lasker is
Norbert Blechner Professor of
Jewish Values at Israel’s Ben-
Gurion University, and recently
served as the Horace W. Gold-
smith Visiting Professor of Ju-
daic Studies at Yale. Sara Lip-
ton, Associate Professor of His-
tory at the State University of
New York at Stony Brook, is au-
thor of the highly regarded /m-
ages of Intolerance: The Repre-
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