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UTC is an engaged metropoli-
tan university where faculty, staff,
and students employ the intellec-
tual resources of the liberal arts
and professional programs to en-
rich the lives of the institution’s
constituency. Faculty members at
UTC support the metropolitan
mission by providing service to the
surrounding community, teaching
students, and contributing to their
discipline through research and
scholarship. UTC faculty distin-
guish themselves by using their
skills and intellectual expertise to
meet regional needs and address
issues; creating learning opportu-
nities for students by engaging
them in research with “real world”
applications; and producing schol-
arly articles and papers to contrib-
ute to the broader knowledge and
understanding of issues in their
field.

Dr. Nick Honerkamp, Acting
Head of the Department of Sociol-
ogy, Anthropology, and Geogra-
phy and Director of the Jeffrey L.
Brown Archaeology Institute, ex-
emplifies this tradition of faculty
engagement. Dr. Honerkamp's
archaeological research on Tuscu-
lum College’s Doak House Mu-
seum represents the full spectrum
of service, teaching, and scholar-
ship that distinguishes UTC fac-
ulty and provides the institution
with a margin of excellence that
separates UTC from peers.

Each year Dr. Honerkamp

identifies summer field work opportu-
nities for archaeology students to en-
sure that students gain experience
through hands-on applications of ar-
chaeological concepts and methodolo-
gies. During the summer of 2003, Dr.
Honerkamp was selected to direct ar-
cheological research at the Doak
House Museum on the Tusculum Col-
lege campus in Greeneville, TN. The
Doak House is the former residence of
the founder of Tusculum College,
Reverend Samuel Witherspoon Doak
(1785-1864) who was an important
community leader.

Tusculum College administrators
requested Dr. Honerkamp's services in
preparation for expansion of the Doak
House Museum parking lot, expansion
activities which would destroy ar-
chaeological data adjacent to the Doak
House Museum. To provide archaeo-
logical surveys and document site arti-
facts, Tusculum College awarded Dr.
Honerkamp grants totaling $3,600
over the past three years. The initial
goals of the project were to identify
the historic fence lines, roadways, out-
buildings, and other landscape ele-
ments on the property in order to avoid
destroying significant archeological
Tesources.

During the first summer at the
Doak House Museum, Dr. Honerkamp
and a team of archeology students
worked to test and excavate the area.
Students enrolled in the Archaeologi-
cal Field School received eight credit
hours for their four weeks of intensive

field work, followed by six weeks of

laboratory analysis and report
preparation. By engaging students
in this project, Dr. Honerkamp
provided his class with the unpar-
alleled experience of participating
in an archeological dig.

The excavations conducted by
Dr. Honerkamp and the UTC stu-
dents revealed that there was a
much more complex record of past
behavior surrounding the Doak
House than could be derived from
a review of historical documents
alone. This compelling outcome
led to Dr. Honerkamp's return to
the Doak House Museum for fur-
ther analysis, and to the publica-
tion of a scholarly paper,
“Architectural Sequencing at the
Samuel Doak Plantation, Greene-
ville, Tennessee,” as the lead arti-
cle in the June issue of the journal
Tennessee Archaeology.

Tennessee Archaeology, a new
online archaeological journal, isa
twice-annual publication that pre-
sents important research findings
related to Tennessee archaeology.
Tennessee Archaeology is spon-
sored by the Tennessee Council
for Professional Archaeology, and
articles are selected by a profes-
sional review board comprised of
archaeologists throughout the
state. Dr. Honerkamp’s article
details the history of the Doak
House Museum and outlines the
archaeological strategies and find-
ings that he and the student field

research team employed.
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