The University of Tennessee at Chattanooga

Graduate Council Minutes REVISED

September 12, 2002

Members Present:
G. Bartoo, V. Bumphus, M. Biderman for D. Pittenger, D. Cundiff, N. Fell, J. Henley, T. Lease, B. Lee, E. Meagher, S. Smullen, 

J. Wakim

Members Absent:  
D. Edwards, E. Foster, K. Gee, P. Guess, G. Litchford, E. McMahon, G. Thibadoux, 

Ex-Officio Present:  
D. Arfken

Ex-officio Absent;
S. Delacroix

Guests:

J. Friedl, D. Ingram, M. Miller, M. Tanner, and G. Wilkerson


· First Reading: Curricular Changes in the Entry-Level Concentration in he M. S. Health and Human Performance program, approved 9-0-0.

· First Reading:  Addendum to the Curricular Changes in Health and Human Performance, approved 6-2-2.

I. Welcome and Introductions.

Dr. Meagher welcomed members to the first meeting of the academic year and asked members to introduce themselves.  She introduced Dr. Friedl, UTC’s new provost, a summary of whose remarks follows:

a. The Doctor of Physical Therapy has been cleared for presentation to the UT Board of Trustees and should be UTC’s first professional doctoral program. UTC's DPT will not have to become part of a Tennessee Higher Education Commission package proposal of PT programs in the state.  

b. Proposals for the master’s concentration and the doctoral program in Computational Engineering are being prepared for review by Graduate Council.  A team of consultants will review the doctoral program in Learning and Leadership on September 16-17.  Dr. Friedl said, “One year from now UTC may have three doctoral programs.  It will be a significant event for UTC to move forward with these programs.” 

c. With the recommendations from the Graduate Council Committee, Graduate Council and Dr. Arfken, he made appointments to the graduate faculty. 

d. Dr. Friedl said that at his previous institution the law school used a 600 score as the cutoff for the Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL).  Even then the faculty at the law school felt that this score was too low, citing that correlation with TOEFL score and grade point average.  He encouraged Graduate Council to consider raising the minimum acceptable score.

II. Call to Order: The minutes of the last meeting of 2001-2002 were approved as presented.

III. Graduate School Announcements.

Dr. Arfken reported as follows:

a. The University is tightening the review of research projects that involve human subjects.  Dr. Helen Eigenberg will serve as the chair of the new committee, she (Dr. Arfken) will serve as the human subjects administrator, and Dr. Friedl will be an institutional officer.  A new website will be created to house the procedures and forms. When the committee members have completed their training, a federal assurance form would be filed.  

b. The new Graduate Handbook should arrive near the end of September; it is being printed in Canada this year.

c. The final enrollment statistics show 1391 graduate students, the highest enrollment in the 60 years of graduate education.  This year’s figures represent an .80percent increase in graduate headcount and a 2.51 percent increase in graduate FTE.

d. To celebrate 60 years of graduate education, she will appoint a committee to plan events for the spring.

IV. Committee Memberships.

Dr. Meagher reminded council members of the importance of having proposals submitted in a timely fashion so that Graduate Council can conduct two readings.  If departments think that another department might be involved or even interested, they should share the proposal and obtain signatures before the proposal is sent to the Graduate School office for the remaining signatures.

The following members volunteered to serve on the various committees:

Petitions  

Grade Appeals

Admissions Requirements
Kim Gee

Vic Bumphus


Tony Lease

Nancy Fell

Jim Henley


David Pittenger




Tony Lease

400 Courses




Graduate Faculty
Stephanie Smullen



David Cundiff









Bill Lee









Judith Wakim

V. TOEFL Requirements.

The Graduate School currently uses 500 as a minimally acceptable score.  Dr. Arfken said that those public and private institutions in Tennessee with graduate programs comparable to ours use higher scores. She will prepare a chart to show the current TOEFL scores at Tennessee institutions.

VI. First Reading: Curricular Changes in the Entry-Level Concentration in the M. S. Health and Human Performance program.

Dr. Marisa Miller presented the proposed changes which had been prompted by the program’s self study report.  To remain compliant with CAAHEP standards, the faculty needs to increase the hours in the program from 45 to 60.

To summarize, the faculty wants to make these changes:

· Delete EHLS 506, Legal and Ethical Aspects of Athletic Training

· Add EHLS 511, Therapeutic Agents Lab

· Increase the hours in practicum courses from 1 to 3 credit hours.

· Increase the hours in internship from 2 to 3 credit hours

· Change the name of the internship to "observation experience"

                 Dr. Biderman asked how these changes in credit hours would affect faculty     

                 loads. Dr. Miller responded that no increase in faculty is needed.  Adjunct  

                 faculty will teach other courses.

                The proposal was passed on first reading, 9-0-0.

VII. First Reading:  Addendum to the Curricular Changes in Health and Human Performance

           Dr. Biderman moved acceptance of the proposal, and Dr. Cundiff seconded the     

           motion. This proposal included course description changes for courses in the    

           advanced and entry-level concentrations (EHLS 500, 511, 512, 513, 

           514,516,520,521, 522 523, 524,525.

     Dr. Ingram voiced her department’s concern over language in EHLS 522 and 

     523.  Specifically, the faculty would like to replace the words. . . .in physically

     would like the phrase “ by the physically active” change to “by the athlete” or   

     “individual engaged in athletic activities.”

     Dr. Tanner said that the accrediting body specifies the language that they 

     expect the program to use in their materials.

Dr. Ingram said that the Tennessee code clearly states that athletic trainers must confine their activities.

Dr. Wakim asked if there could be a compromise in the use of the language.  Dr., Tanner replied that the faculty could not compromise because such a compromise might jeopardize accreditation.  Dr. Wilkerson said that the stakes are high:  if UTC does not meet the standards, students cannot take the examination to be certified or licensed.

Dr. Meagher said that Graduate Council cannot resolve matters with legal implications but must concern itself with the academic matters presented.

Members approved the proposal on first reading, 6-2-2. 

VIII. Information Item:

             The School of Nursing presented an information item to reactivate Nursing 

       541 and to decrease the content and credit hours in 541. Graduate Council 

       asked that the proposal be returned for discussion since there were 

       questions about its existence in the computer catalog and number of credit 

       hours.

The meeting was adjourned at 4:05 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Deborah Arfken and Eileen Meagher with Michelle Walter's notes.

