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Proposal for Changing POLS 590, The MPA Paper, From a Core
Requirement to an Flective
The Master of Public Administration Degree Program

Statement of Request

The MPA faculty proposes changing POLS 590, The MPA Paper, from a core requirement for the degree

requirement to an elective. . X 2% gt i
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Rationale U)f‘
&

POLS 540, Applications in Public Administration, was developed as t PA program cumulative
experience. The course originally included a writing component. JiGwever, due to faculty teaching
assignments, the writing requirement was removed from POLS 540. POLS 590, The MPA Paper, was
changed from an elective to a core requirement 10 take the place of the writing component removed from
540, This means that MPA students face two cumulative requirements, 540 and 590, while only the
former is identified as such in the catalog. In addition, removal of the writing component from POLS 540
has led to dilution of the integrative focus in that course.

Our intent is to return the writing component of the cumulative experience to POLS 540 and to retain
POLS 590 as an elective. This will bring the MPA program into conformity with other UTC graduate
programs and allow us to better integrate program material.

DPescription

The proposed change will reduce the number of credit hours required for the degree from 39 to 36 credit
hours for in-service students and from 45 to 42 credit hours for pre-service students. This was the number
of credit hours required prior to adding the MPA Paper as a core requirement and is comparable to other
graduate programs. The change will not affect admission requirements, continuation standards, or
prerequisite requirements. o.eldt .’ Mmfﬂm?r Mr:c-r‘:'oncc.-. 3o SYHo
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General Impact Statement

No impact on other departments or on budgets.
Proposed Catalog Description
The proposal will require minor catalog changes as noted below:
Current Catalog Language
Program Requirements
This program requires 27 credit hours of core courses, 12 credit hours of elective courses,
and a six credit hour public administration internship.
Change required by proposal
Program Requirements

This program requires 24 credit hours of core courses, 12 credit hours of elective courses,
and a six credit hour public admimstration internship.



Current Catalog Language

Core Courses
All M.P.A. students complete 27 semester hours of core courses:

POLS 502 Public Policy Research & Analysis | .................3
POLS 504 Public Policy Research and Analysis II ..............3
POLS 512 Organization Theory and Administrative
Behavior... s

POLS 521 Publlc Admmlstranon w3
POLS 522 Budgeting and Flmncc SOTUUUURURUVRPORPRORR.
POLS 523 Human Resources Managt.mcnt 3
POLS 524 Public Policy.... 3
POLS 540 Applications in Publlc Admlnlstrallon o3
POLS 590 The MPA Paper . .3
Total . |

FElectives

Students must complete 12 credit hours of elective courses identified
in consultation with the M.P.A, coordinator.

Change required by proposal

Core Courses c:)l—l-

All M.P.A. students complete 2 semester hours of core courses:
POLS 502 Public Policy Rescarch & Analysis 1 ..o 3
POLS 504 Public Policy Research and Analysis II..............3
POLS 512 Organization Theory and Administrative
Behavior... BEURPUR.

POLS 521 Publlc Admmlstrat]on SO OTOUP.
POLS 522 Budgeting and Fmance ISP
POLS 523 Human Resources Managemenl SO |
POLS 524 Public Policy.... ISUPOTORRPRRO.|
POLS 540 Applications in Publlc Admmlstratmn 3
TOLAl corrvsrreriressesriserereravssmmssnennssscsssnseas 24

Electives

Students must complete 12 credit hours of elective courses identified
in consultation with the M.P.A. coordinator.



