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UTC General Education Committee

minutes of the august 27, 2007 meeting

Present:
David Aborn, Toni Carter, Stephen Eskildsen, Jim Hiestand, Peggy Kovach, Jane Reagor, Tony Steinhoff, Steven Symes, Judith Wakim, Bonnie Warren-Kring, Dorothy Williams

Absent:
Jennifer Beech, Felicia Sturzer, Jocelyn Sanders

Visitor:
Linda Orth

Tony Steinhoff began the meeting by having everyone introduce themselves.  He then described the committee’s general charge and called attention to its main areas of activity for the 2007-08 academic year.

The committee next reviewed 7 undergraduate petitions that had been submitted by the Records Office.  It acted on them as follows:

· Erin Betbeze – Symes moved to deny; Hiestand seconded. 9-0-1 to deny.

· Ann Caldwell – Eskildsen moved to deny; Kovach seconded. 10-0-0 to deny.

· Charlynn Dry (1) – Symes moved to deny; Warren-Kring seconded. 10-0-0 to deny.

· Charlynn Dry (2) – Symes moved to grant; Kovacy seconded. 11-0-0 to grant.

· Keddric Mays – Kovach moved to deny; Symes seconded. 11-0-0 to deny.

· Sherry West – Kovach moved to deny; Aborn seconded. 10-0-1 to deny.

· Scott Wilson – Symes moved to grant; Warren-Kring seconded. 10-0-1 to grant.

Linda Orth then raised the issue of how the Records office should handle student requests to proceed with petitions that, technically speaking, could not be filed. After discussion, the committee determined to:

· Review the one instance of a student seeking to count a course certified in one General Education category towards another;

· Invite the two other students to resubmit their petitions so that their requests reflect current policy (requests for waivers must be for a specific course); and

· Develop new catalog language to specify those General Education policies and regulations that are not subject to student petitions (i.e., those program rules that may not be waived).  David Aborn agreed to draft a statement along these lines for consideration at the next meeting.

The next major item of business was to begin the process for recertifying general education courses.  Steinhoff announced that there are 27 seven courses to be reviewed in 2007-08.  In addition, there were two courses placed on probation last spring, which the committee may be called on to review again later this semester.

Steinhoff provided the committee members with an overview of the process and distributed a list of liaison assignments for the 27 courses (see below). An email will go out to department heads with courses up for review by the end of the week, which will inform the respective heads of who their liaison is and which courses s/he will be responsible for.

To ensure that the requisite forms, templates, and current information on this year’s recertification process are readily available on-line, Steinhoff will also be updating and reorganizing the General Education Committee website.

The final item of business was to talk about the committee’s responsibility to devise a means to assess the General Education program as part of the next SACS review (scheduled for 2010). Steinhoff provided a brief overview of the project’s origins and what previous years’ General Education committees had done to advance the project.  He thanked the members of last year’s assessment sub-committee for their work in identifying potential solutions to some of the tasks ahead, but observed that there was still a lot of work to be accomplished this year.

Steinhoff suggested 3 areas of activity for moving ahead with this process during the upcoming weeks.

1. Get the campus community on board.  In September, Steinhoff will share the set of General Education competencies that the committee has developed (we will look over these one last time at the next meeting) via a post on UTCINFO and via presentations to the Faculty Senate and department heads.  Feedback from these discussions will be used, as necessary, to tweak the competencies further and to help identify relevant assessment measures and tools for them.

2. Develop questions concerning the General Education experience to be used as part of the NSSE (National Survey of Student Engagement). 

Noting that the NSSE represents a valuable opportunity for us to learn how students regard the overall value of the General Education courses that they took, Steinhoff proposed that the committee develop a list of roughly 10 questions that can gauge student reaction to/appreciation for General Education at UTC, ideally in time for the current year’s survey.  To this end, he asked each committee member to draft a list of 5 potential questions for the next meeting (copies of a sample survey and a list of UTC competencies will go out in advance of the meeting), which can serve as the foundation for a future master set of questions.

3. Put together an assessment strategy for the individual general education components overall.

Steinhoff professed that this remains the most difficult part of the committee’s charge this year, in part because it remains unclear which institutional resources (financial and administrative support) will be available for this endeavor.  He pointed out that “course embedded” measures will need serious consideration, especially since many content areas (e.g., Cultures and Civilizations; Behavioral and Social Sciences) are not well served by existing exit exams (e.g., CAPS).  Wakim, Warren-Kring, and Williams weighed in on the challenges the assessment charge presents – and its importance in the upcoming SACS review.

Wakim and Williams also usefully reminded the group that in addition to developing an assessment plan, UTC will also have to devise a learning plan that will use the assessment outcomes to improve the General Education process (feedback loop).  Steinhoff stated that our first priority will have to be reaching some sort of conclusion on learning outcomes and how to measure them.  The learning plan can then follow.

The meeting ended at 4:30.  Steinhoff will be in touch regarding the next meeting, which will take place in the next 2-3 weeks.

Looking ahead (next meeting):

· Petitions and petition process (Aborn)

· Update on recertification process (Steinhoff)

· General education competencies (Steinhoff will circulate statement with materials for next meeting)

· NSSE survey questions

List of Liaisons and Courses for the 2007-08 Recertification Cycle

	Liason
	Course
	Course Title
	Dept Head

	Aborn
	BMGT 211
	Statistical Methods for Business
	Ettkin

	Aborn
	MATH 131
	College Algebra
	Graef

	Beech
	ART 301
	Art Structure
	Greenwell

	Beech
	MUS 111
	Introduction to Music
	Harris

	Carter
	REL 103
	Introduction to the Study of Religion
	Harman

	Carter
	REL 110
	Introduction to Western Religions
	Harman

	Eskilden
	UHON 106
	Film Studies
	O'Dea

	Eskilden
	UHON 315
	Origins of the Social Sciences
	O'Dea

	Eskilden
	UHON 316
	Contemporary Social Sciences
	O'Dea

	Hiestand
	CHEM 111
	Chemistry and the Environment
	Meyer

	Hiestand
	CHEM 119
	Light and Life
	Meyer

	Kovach
	PHYS 230/80
	Principles of Physics – Mechanics and Heat
	Churnet

	Kovach
	PHYS 231/81
	Principles of Physics – Electromagnetism and Optics
	Churnet

	Reagor
	ANTH 152
	Intro to Anthropology
	Guo

	Reagor
	CPSC 385
	Ethical and Social Issues in Computing
	Novobilski

	Steinhoff
	PHIL 115
	Western Humanities II
	Harman

	Sturzer
	UHON 216
	Traditions of Latin America
	O'Dea

	Sturzer
	UHON 217
	The Chinese and Japanese Traditions
	O'Dea

	Symes
	BIOL 121
	Principles of Biology I
	Tucker

	Liason
	Course
	Course Title
	Dept Head

	Symes
	BIOL 216
	Biostatistics
	Tucker

	Wakim
	ESC 150
	Intro to Environmental Problems I
	Tucker

	Wakim
	ESC 151
	Intro to Environmental Problems II
	Tucker

	Warren-Kring
	ENGL 131
	Values in 20th Century Fiction
	Prevost

	Warren-Kring
	ENGL 331
	African Women Writers
	Prevost

	Warren-Kring
	ENGL 335/ HUM 335
	African American Slave Narrative Tradition
	Prevost

	Williams
	HRSV 101
	Team Participation
	Moughrabi

	Williams
	POLS 101
	American Government
	Moughrabi


