Faculty Senate Minutes
Signal Mountain Room, University Center, 3:10 p.m.

3 November 2011

1. The meeting was called to order by Faculty Senate President Dr. Victoria Steinberg at 3:10 p.m.
2. Approval of the minutes of 20 October 2011
Deborah McAllister moved that the minutes from the 20 October 2011 meeting be approved; Kenyon Wilson seconded. Minutes were approved unanimously by voice vote.

Old Business

3. Handbook Committee Information Item – Dr. Ralph Covino
Dr. Covino announced that subsequent to the suspension of rules to allow non-senators to serve on the Handbook Committee, the committee had recruited Linda Johnston from to serve on the committee. Dr. Covino requested that anyone who had material not yet published in the Handbook submit it to the committee as soon as possible.

4. Peer Groups information posted for Top 5 and Compensation
Dr. Steinberg announced that information about peer groups for compensation had been posted to the Faculty Senate website. There being no administrative report, Dr. Steinberg announced that Dr. Carolyn Thompson is back at home after extended treatment at Vanderbilt. She and the Chancellor are both very happy that she is home and feeling well. She continues to look forward to cards and messages from members of the faculty.
New Business

1. Campus Master Plan Presentation – Perkins + Willis Consultants
A representative of Perkins + Willis Consultants gave a brief presentation on the campus master plans. She emphasized that they have completed the original fact-finding phase and have proposed three possible plans. During the current phase, they are looking for good ideas or for things that should be included in the plan but are not there. Each of the three plans represents a different framework. The Community Crossroads framework is centered around the Vine & Douglas intersection with the library and academic buildings located at the core of the campus and housing located around the outside. In the Street Front Neighborhoods plan, the metropolitan engaged mission of the university is emphasized. The campus connects with the city along an east/west axis. The Greenway Clusters plan changes from a “railroad” corridor to a plan centered around the greenway, with academic buildings in the core and residential buildings around the perimeter. All three plans are available at the Faculty Senate website.

Question & Answer: Dr. James Hiestand asked about a newspaper article that indicated that McKenzie Arena would be razed. She said that McKenzie arena no longer meets the needs of either the campus or Chattanooga communities. One of the three plans does call for a new arena located in the area of Georgia and Vine. The other two include significant expansion and remodeling of McKenzie arena with a separate facility being built by the city. Shela Van Ness asked about how student housing is addressed in the plans. Student housing is indicated in yellow on all three plans and sufficient housing is planned to serve 35% of the anticipated student population.

2. Undocumented Students and UT Admissions – Yancey Freeman
As a result of a recent article in the Chattanooga Times Free-Press, Yancy Freeman, Director of Admissions, asked to speak to the Faculty Senate about the situation regarding undocumented students. Freeman said that the current policy, which has been in place since 2007 and was arrived at in consultation with system administration and legal advisors, is not to admit undocumented students. Any undocumented students enrolled at that time were “weeded out” and none have been admitted since then. He said that the state currently has no law regarding the education of undocumented students, but that it is likely to be addressed by the legislature soon. There is also no national policy, and the various states have a variety of laws from very restrictive law in Alabama to a more liberal policy in Texas, where undocumented students are admitted and pay in-state tuition. Freeman also said that the TBR schools have a more liberal policy that UTC’s, which attempts to identify undocumented students during the application process and prevent them from enrolling. The original advice was to request documents from all students, but with more than 12,000 applicants, that is very difficult. 

Question & Answer: Dr. Hiestand asked if all students were required to provide a social security number. Freeman said that it is not possible to require a social security number from all applicants, but aid is not provided to students without one. Beverly Kutz asked about the “weeding out” process and whether students were asked to leave. Freeman said no one was asked to withdraw from the university, but that students had subsequently left in the intervening years. There were additional questions about how UTC ensures citizenship without asking for a social security number. Freeman said the application has imbedded questions that can flag it for closer scrutiny. There was also a question about a comment by Freeman that they were trying to “do the right thing.” Freeman said that he meant that they had relied on strong advice from the UT legal that their policy was legal and sufficient. 

3. Announcements
a. Campus Holiday Party scheduled for 11/22/11, UC Chattanooga Rooms 3pm-5pm
b. Dr. Steinberg reminded the Senate to be sure to complete the Faculty Engagement survey from Modern Think. She said she had taken the survey and found it purposeful and well directed with opportunity for comment. She said it did not take very long to complete it.

4. Adjournment
There being no further announcements, faculty concerns, or additional business, the meeting was adjourned at 3:45.

