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Proposal to allow Music Majors to take Music 111, Introduction to Music, for General
Education Fine Arts Elective credit.

This proposal specifies that Music 111 will count for three (3) of the required six (6)
credit hours in the Fine Arts area of General Education. Music 111 will become a
required course for music majors and minors, and will serve as a prerequisite to the
Music 315-316 sequence in Music History. It is strongly preferred that music majors will
complete Music 111 within the first 4 semesters of study.

Rationale.

In several discussions over the past two years, faculty members in the Music Department
have spoken with concern about the lack of general musical knowledge among most
incoming music majors. Music students who are proficient in performance may lack
familiarity with musical works, terms, stylistic periods, and composers. This lack of
acquaintance with the Western Art-Music tradition puts students at a disadvantage as they
approach upper division courses such as Music History, Conducting, Composition,
Applied music study at the 300- and 400-levels, and other advanced Music courses.

Up to this point, music majors have not been able to use Music 111 as a course counting
toward their degrees. It is generally agreed within the Music Department that a “Survey”
course such as Music 111 would help to better prepare music majors for upper division
music courses. Knowledge gained in Music 111 will be reinforced and deepened in
Music Theory II, Music History, and other upper division courses.

Impact.

By allowing Music 111 to count as three of the six required Fine Arts credits, no
additional hours will be added to the music degree plans. It is anticipated that this will
have a positive effect on our students’ progress toward their degrees. The only possible
impact on other departments would be a possible decrease in enrollment in non-music
Fine Arts electives. Enrollment in some sections of Music 111 will increase. No new
library resources will be required.

Catalog language.
The current catalog listing of General Education requirements for music majors (catalog
pp. 117 and following) includes the following:

Humanities and Fine Arts: Two approved humanities and fine arts courses other than
Music 111, one from fine arts and one from either (6 hours)

The proposed language would be:

Humanities and Fine Arts: Music 111, and one approved course from either humanities
or fine arts (6 hours). Note: Music 111 should be completed within the first four
semesters of study.

(continues...)



Proposal to allow Music 111 as a Gen Ed Fine Arts elective for Music Majors & Minors 2

And, in the Course listings, the current description of Music 315, 316:

315, 316 History of Music (3, 3)

A general survey of the history of music in Western civilization. 315 fall/316 spring
semester. Prerequisite: Music 106 or 108.

Proposed change:

315, 316 History of Music (3, 3)
A general survey of the history of music in Western civilization. 315 fall/316 spring

semester. Prerequisite: Music 106 or 108, and Music 111.

Proposal to add a pre-requisite to Music 315, 316 History of Music.

This proposal specifies that Music 111 will serve as a prerequisite to the Music 315 and
316 courses, “History of Music.” It is a companion to the proposal to allow Music 111 as
a General Education Fine Arts Credit. It is strongly preferred that music majors will
complete Music 111 within the first 4 semesters of study.

Rationale.

If the companion proposal (see above) to allow music majors to use Music 111 as a
General Education Fine Arts Credit is approved, the Music Department wishes to make
Music 111 a pre-requisite for both Music 315 and 316, History of Music. It is
unanimously agreed within the Music Department that a “Survey” course such as Music
111 would help to better prepare music majors for these and other upper division music
courses. The pre-requisite would stand for both Music 315 and 316 because some
students take these courses out of sequence, due to challenges with their schedules.

Impact.
Adding these pre-requisites to Music 315-316 will have no negative financial impact on
any department, nor will it require any additional resources or faculty.

Catalog language.
The current description of Music 315, 316:

315, 316 History of Music (3, 3)
A general survey of the history of music in Western civilization. 315 fall/316 spring

semester. Prerequisite: Music 106 or 108.

Proposed change:

315, 316 History of Music (3, 3)
A general survey of the history of music in Western civilization. 315 fall/316 spring

semester. Prerequisite: Music 106 or 108, and Music 111.



