= Ric has help and hope, thanks to you!

While on vacation, Ric Gadbury went swimming at anearby river. Ric dove off of arock and,
unknowingly, into a shalow pool. He woke in a hospital, quadriplegicparayzed from the neck
down. Hislifechangedforever. Completely disabled and done, hisdepressonwasoverwhelming.

Help came to Ric from TEAM Center’s Family Support Program, funded by United Way of
Greater Chattanooga. The help hereceives meansthat caregiversarethereevery day to get him get
around, preparemeds, carefor hishome, open hismail-anything that hasto dowith daily living.

Through hisstruggles, Ric discovered atdent for art. Learning to paint with hismouth, he now
- sdIshissketchesto supplement hisincome. Hedoesasmuch ashecanfor himsalf, but Ric saysthis
United Way-funded program has done nothing lessthan save hislife.
There are those in our community, like Ric, struggling to make it on their own, but who will always need support. For those, the most
vulnerable among us, United Way of Greater Chattanooga s there-thanksto you!

Find out more about how United Way makes a difference and sign up for our United Way of United &

Y,
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Al is successful again, thanks to you!

Al Scarbrough had it going hisway. He was abudding entrepreneur with hisown business
that was growing every year. That changed dramatically when he was stricken by a rare
disorder that robbed him of hiseyesight. He sunk into depression that cost him relationships,
hisbusinessand ailmost hislife.

What saved him was a United Way-funded program at Signal Centersthat gave him the
help he needed to turn hislifearound. Through assistivetechnology, Al wasnot only ableto
cope with his challenges, but turn them to his advantage.

Ultimately, Al rediscovered hisentrepreneurial spirit and opened hisown internet business—
selling sunglasses! Because of your support, Al made it back from the brink and turned his
disabilitiesinto abilities that once again made him asuccess. That's what matters!

Find out more about how United Way makes a difference and sign up for our United Way of United &
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The Coles are back on their feet again,
thanks to you!

It was almost too much to take. Vernon Cole was left with more than $50,000 in after-
insurance medica expenses accumulated during years of illnesses endured by his parents.

Vernon, a48-year old accountant, found himself with debt that seemed unmanageable.
“Eventhough | wasaprofessional inthebusiness, | felt likeaman drowning,” said Vernon.

But instead of filing bankruptcy, he sought help.

He caled on Consumer Credit Counseling, a United Way funded program through the
Partnership for Families, Children and Adults. Together with speciadly trained staff at CCC, Vernon devel oped aplan to pay back his
entiredebt inlessthan fiveyears, and madeit happen! Thankstoyour support, Vernon was ableto stabilize hissituation and get it back
under control, keeping hisfamily from falling through the cracks. Vernon and hisfamily are stable and secure, and that’ swhat matters.

Find out more about how United Way makes a difference and sign up for our
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Willie and Emily read together, thanks to you!

Mrs. Willie Burris enrolled her great granddaughter, Emily, in Project Ready for School when
she was 2 years old and has been reading with her ever since. Mrs. Burris says that Emily loves
the free books she receives in every month and can not wait to share them with her great

7 grandmother.

' Mrs. Burris says she has always loved books and Emily is the same way. Mrs. Burris believes
it'simportant to spend time with children and that it isthe family’sjob to teach their children and
make sure they get attention and love every day.

Mrs. Burrisis 86 years old and says her eyesight isn’t very good. Despite that, she says she
still shares books with Emily. Emily has memorized many of her favorite books and now “reads’

them to her great grandmother. Even at such ayoung age, Emily is already sharing the gift of reading with the people closest
to her. Emily has developed a love of reading and is now ready for successin school and life. That's what matters.

Find out more about how United Way makes a difference and sign up for our
email newsletter: www.uwchatt.org
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