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ABSTRACT

This project, titled The Legacy of Tradition: A Study of Historically Significant 

Violin Repertoire, is a study of pieces that were programmed on the author’s Junior and 

Senior Recitals.  This project was intended to be an intensive exploration of different 

musicological schools of thought on the interpretation of historical facts, music 

literature, and period and modern performance practice; and the specific implications of 

all these areas as they relate to the violin.  The pieces selected for analysis were: 

Partita II for Violin Solo, BWV 1004, by Johann Sebastian Bach
Sonata in B Minor for Violin and Cembalo, BWV 1014, also by Bach
Sonata in D Major, Op. 9, No. 3, by Jean-Marie Leclair
Sonata in E Minor, K. 304, by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
Sonata, Op. 24 (“Spring”), by Ludwig van Beethoven
Trio for Piano, Violin and Waldhorn, Op. 40, by Johannes Brahms
Sonata in E (1935), by Paul Hindemith
Praeludium and Allegro (in the style of Pugnani), by Fritz Kreisler

All of the pieces selected for analysis contain objective historical and violin-

specific criteria that make them highly relevant for violinists to study.  Several topics are 

discussed, including a brief history of the violin and its early makers; early performers 

and pedagogues; and treatises and teaching pieces.  Biographical information on each of 

the composers is also included, in both a general context and in the way their 

compositional processes were affected by the musical aesthetics of the periods in which 

they lived.  Each of the pieces is analyzed in terms of its important structural, theoretical, 

and technical issues.  A discography of works consulted in preparation for the recitals, 

and fairly comprehensive bibliography are also included. 
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