PHIL 353.001    Ribeiro, BR
History of Modern Philosophy
Spring 2007

Dr. Brian Ribeiro                                                                                                Office Hours
232B Holt – my office                                                           MWF 12:00–12:45, 2:00–2:30

425-4334 – main dept line                                                                         & by appointment

425-4338 – my direct line                                                   Class meets MWF 11:00–11:50

brianribeiro@hotmail.com                                                                                   in 305 Holt

[image: image2.png]


[image: image3.jpg][image: image4.jpg]


[image: image5.jpg]


 
                                                                     [image: image1.jpg]!ﬂ



                  


Course Description

In this course we will study the history of seventeenth and eighteenth century European philosophy—a period now known as “modern” philosophy—by reading and discussing a set of central texts written by the most important philosophers of the period, including Descartes, Leibniz, Hobbes, Locke, Malebranche, Berkeley, Hume, Reid, and Kant, paying special attention to those whose names are printed in bold font.  [Our five main authors—whose names are listed in bold—are pictured above, from left to right in historical order.]

We will focus primarily on the epistemological and metaphysical doctrines of these philosophers—their commitments to rationalism or empiricism; skepticism, dogmatism, or common sense; their views of perception and “the theory of ideas”; their views about the mind, freedom, and God; their commitments to materialism, idealism, or dualism.  We will also devote some more limited attention to certain issues in moral philosophy and political philosophy, as well as some general issues in philosophy of religion.  In short, we will sample the richness and examine the nuances of these two centuries of modern philosophy.

Texts & Blackboard 
1. Descartes, Rene.  Meditations on First Philosophy.  Ed. John Cottingham.  Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996.   [Meditations]

2. Hobbes, Thomas.  Leviathan.  Ed. Edwin Curley.  Indianapolis: Hackett Publishing Company, 1994.  [Leviathan]

3. Berkeley, George.  A Treatise concerning the Principles of Human Knowledge.  Ed. Kenneth P. Winkler.  Indianapolis:  Hackett Publishing Company, 1982.  [Principles]

4. Hume, David.  An Enquiry concerning Human Understanding.  Ed. Tom L. Beauchamp.  New York: Oxford University Press, 1999.  [EHU]

5. Reid, Thomas.  Inquiry and Essays.  Ed. Ronald E. Beanblossom & Keith Lehrer.  Indianapolis: Hackett Publishing Company, 1983.   [I&E]

6. In addition to 1-5 above, some of the readings will be posted on Blackboard.  In the Course Schedule (below) these are indicated by the superscript letters “BB”.

Course Components

1.  Attendance & Participation

Given the nature of this course, class attendance is required. An important part of every good philosophy class is the discussion that takes place in class.  Since I want you to contribute to, and also benefit from, that in-class experience, I want everyone in attendance for every meeting. Furthermore, these texts are (in general) too difficult to conquer alone.  So class discussion will provide a very helpful clarification and elaboration of the texts—not to mention the innocent and durable pleasure of philosophical community. I will, however, allow three absences (= 1 week of classes) without penalty.  Each subsequent absence will result in a 1/3 letter grade reduction from your total course points (that’s = approx. 13 points).   Missed announcements, assignments, etc. are the responsibility of the student.

Since arriving late is disruptive to your peers and to me, repeated tardiness will be penalized.  If you are not present to sign the roll sheet when I pass it at the start of class, you are late.  Each 3 tardies = 1 absence, and any such absence(s) will fall under the policy described in the previous paragraph.

In addition to coming to class (on time), participating is an important aspect of your contribution to the course.  Class participation makes class more enjoyable for everyone—more fun for me to teach, and more fun for all of you as students.  Class participation can also positively affect your grade in several different ways, so I encourage you to add your voice to the conversation.

As a matter of courtesy, please turn off your cell phone when you come to class.  I reserve the right to dismiss you if it rings.
2.  Reading & Reading Quizzes

You are expected to do each of the readings by the date listed in the Course Schedule (see below), and you should be prepared to discuss the readings in class.  I will give 12 short quizzes (no more than 1 a week) to encourage you.  The two lowest scores will be dropped.  There will be no make-up quizzes; a missed quiz becomes a zero, and hence eligible for dropping if you do not acquire more than two of them.  (Naturally, this bears on the issue of attendance.)

7. Exams

There will be two exams in this course, a midterm and a final.  For each exam I will distribute a list of possible exam questions for you to study, and the exam itself will consist of some or all of those questions.  Each exam counts for 100 points. Make-up exams will be given only when the absence qualifies as excused, and all make-up exams must be taken within 3 days of your return to class.  I reserve the right to make any make-up exam both different from and harder than the original exam.

4.  “A Philosophical Critique”

The remainder of your course grade (the final 100 points) will come from a 7-10 page paper in which you will criticize one of the philosophical views we have studied. (You will choose which view you critique.)  This paper offers you an opportunity to critically engage with a philosopher and a text of your choice by developing your own ideas through criticism of the selected philosopher/text.  Ideally, class discussions should provide the model for the kind of argumentative “give and take” that you will be asked to engage in when developing your critique. A much more detailed description of the project will be distributed when the paper is assigned that clarifies the expectations and the criteria for success. If the paper is late, there will be a one full letter grade reduction (= 10 points off) for each day (weekends not excepted) the paper is late.  I will consider reasonable requests for (short) extensions, but not during the 24 hours immediately preceding the due date.

The letter grade you receive for your paper will correspond to a numerical grade (which is what I will record and use to calculate your total course points) as follows:

A+
100



D+
67


A
95



D
65


A-
93



D-
63


B+
87



F  for a completed paper
[varies]


B
85



F  for a paper not done
0


B-
83


C+
77


C
75

C- 73

(See also the note on the Honor Code, next page.)

8. Summary of Course Grade Components

This course will be graded on a 10% grade scale out of 400 possible points:

400–360  =  A 

                             
359–320  =  B           

                             
319–280  =  C 

                             
279–240  =  D 

                                  
     ≤ 239  =  F

                            
reading quizzes (10 best scores out of 12 quizzes) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  100 points




midterm exam . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100 points

 


final exam . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100 points

your philosophical critique (7-10 pages) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100 points

                          
TOTAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
400 points


Course Schedule

Date                     
Topic
Week 1  
1/08                        
Introduction & Syllabus

 



            René Descartes (1596-1650)

                   1/10                               
Meditations: pp. 3–11

                      1/12 
 Meditations, First Meditation: pp. 12–15 (READ CAREFULLY!)
Week 2  
1/15                             
MLK Jr. DAY – NO CLASS


1/17 

Meditations, Second Meditation: pp. 16–23 + 68–76 (stop 5 lines down)
                
1/19       

Meditations, Third Meditation: pp. 24–36 + 78-84
Week 3  
1/22                          
Meditations, Fourth Meditation: pp. 37–43 + 90–94
               
1/24                            
Meditations, Fifth Meditation: pp. 44–49 + 102–106

               
1/26                            
Meditations, Sixth Meditation: pp. 50–62
Week 4  
1/29                         
Leibniz on mind/body: “mind/body readings #1” BB + “mind/body 




readings #2” BB
               
1/31                           
Meditations: pp. 107–115




Thomas Hobbes (1588-1679)

2/02                              
Leviathan, pp. 6-22 + Meditations, pp. 65-66 (“the dreaming argument”)

Week 5  
2/05                            
Leviathan, pp. 22-35 + 50-51
               
2/07                            
Leviathan, pp. 57-58 + 74-88
               
2/09                           
Leviathan, pp. 89-100 + 490 (¶5 only)

Week 6  
2/12                          
Leviathan, pp. 106-118 + 233-237
                  2/14               

Leviathan, pp. xiii, 239-240, 519, 538-548 [Hobbes’s heresies?]






George Berkeley (1685-1753)
                  2/16                              
Locke: selections from the EssayBB
Week 7      2/19                            
Malebranche: selections from the Search after TruthBB
                  2/21                Midterm Exam—100 points
                  2/23                         
Principles, pp. 5 (= Preface), 7-8 (= Intro, §§1-5), 23-35 (= §§1-33)
Week 8 
2/26                         
Principles, pp. 35-56 (= §§ 34-84)

                  2/28                          
Principles, pp. 56-61 (= §§ 85-96), 77-87 (= §§ 133-156)

            David Hume (1711-1776)
             
 3/02                         
EHU, Sections 1-3: pp. 87-107
Week 9  
 3/05                         
EHU, Section 4: pp. 108-118

 3/07                        
EHU, Sections 5 & 9: pp. 119-130 + 165-168

             
 3/09 

EHU, Sections 6 & 7: pp. 131-147

Spring Break

Week 10  
 3/19              

EHU, Section 8: pp. 148-164 
             
 3/21                         
EHU, Section 10: pp. 169-186

             
 3/23                          
EHU, Section 10 (continued)
Week 11  
 3/26                         
Richard Whately, Historic Doubts Relative to Napoleon 





Buonaparte BB [This is an early reaction to Hume’s argument on miracles]
             
 3/28                        
EHU, Section 11: pp. 187-198

             
 3/30                       
EHU, Section 12: pp. 199-211



 Philosophical Critique (7-10 pages) is assigned
Week 12
 4/02                        

Hume’s Later Thoughts on Skepticism: from the DialoguesBB
            Thomas Reid (1710-1796)
             
 4/04                         
I&E: read the Inquiry’s “Dedication”BB + pp. 3-12
                  4/06                              
GOOD FRIDAY – NO CLASS

Week 13
 4/09                         
I&E: pp. 12-31

                  4/11                         
I&E: pp. 31-46
             
 4/13 

I&E: pp. 61-64, 77-82, 141-143
Week 14
 4/16                        
I&E: pp. 46-61, 83-89




      Philosophical Critique (7-10 pages) is due

 4/18                         
I&E: pp. 89-103, the ¶ bridging 118-119, 203

             
 4/20                           
Kant: selection from the Critique of Pure ReasonBB
Week 15    4/23                         
(No Reading)
11:00am on  4/27             
 Final Exam—100 points

· Note:  This schedule is tentative and subject to revision when such revisions serve the best interests of the class.
�





�








�   





�


























Accommodation Policy





If you are a student with a disability and you think you might need special assistance or a special accommodation in this class or any other class, please call the Office for Students with Disabilities/College Access Program at 425-4006 or visit their office in 110 Frist Hall.





Honor Code





All of your work for this course is governed by the UTC Honor Code, and it is each student’s responsibility to be familiar with this policy (see the Student Handbook).  The Honor Code will be strictly enforced:  Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated.  


Anyone discovered to have committed fraud (= plagiarism) in the production of any paper for this course or to have cheated in any manner on an exam will receive an automatic “F” for the course and/or have their case sent directly to the Honor Court.











