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WILLIAM P. HARMAN
E-mail: william-harman@utc.edu



EMPLOYMENT HISTORY

2008 -- present.  Professor, Department of Philosophy and Religion, The University of Tennessee, Chattanooga, Tennessee

2002 -- 2008  Professor and Department Head, Department of Philosophy and Religion, The University of Tennessee, Chattanooga, Tennessee

1998 -- 2001. Professor and Chair, Department of  Religious Studies, DePauw      University, Greencastle, Indiana

1998.    Named Full Professor, DePauw University
1990 -- 1997.  Associate Professor with tenure, DePauw University

1988 -- 1991.  Visiting Professor in World Religions, Christian Theological Seminary, Indianapolis

1981 -- 1989. Assistant Professor, DePauw University

1975 ‑- 1978.  Lecturer, Department of Religion, Longwood Academy, Chicago,                Illinois
1974.  Summer Session. Lecturer in Asian Religions, Department of Theology, Loras College, Dubuque, Iowa

1968 ‑- 1970. Lecturer in French and English, American and Lady Doak Colleges, Madurai, India

EDUCATION
Ph.D. 1981 University of Chicago Divinity School. History of Religions. Dissertation adviser: Wendy Doniger (O'Flaherty)

M.A. 1972 University of Chicago. Ministerial Studies.
A.B. Summa cum laude, 1968, Oberlin College. Major in Religion, Minor in French

Certificate in documentary photography, Illinois Institute of Technology, 1975

Proficient (speak, read, write) in Tamil, French, and English. Able to read German with a dictionary.

COURSES TAUGHT

	“World Religions” (normally including selected units on three or four of the following:

            Hinduism, Buddhism, Islam,

            Christianity, Judaism, Chinese Religions, Japanese Religions, Primal Religions)

“Introduction to Religion”

“Goddess Traditions”

“Religion and Psychological Studies”

“Hindu Devotional Poetry”

“Religion and Violence”


	“Sacred Scriptures:  Text and Context”
“Satanism, Witchcraft, and Spirit        Possession”
“Religion, Healing, and Medicine”
“Hinduisms”
“The Religions of India”

“Biographies of Religious Founders”
“Directed Readings in Islam”
“Religion and the Social Sciences”



	“Eastern Religious Thought” (Hinduism Buddhism, Chinese and Japanese Religions)

Senior Thesis Seminar for Majors: “Methodology and the Study of Religion”
“Directed Readings in Hinduism”

“Religion and Violence”

“Goddesses in Buddhism”

	“Issues in Dialogue Among World Religious Traditions”
January Term Course*:  “Readings in Modern  Indology”

January Term Course*:  “Religion and Film”
January Term Course*:  “Directed Field Study in India”         



*Note: January Term consisted of an intensive single-subject course for students 3 hours per day five days per week for 3 weeks.
HONORS, FELLOWSHIPS, GRANTS:
2009: Nominated for Best Teacher of the Year in the College of Arts and Sciences at the University of Tennessee (Chattanooga)

April 6--8, 2009: Delivered the Lyman Coleman Memorial Religious Studies Lecture Series, Lafayette College,  Easton, Pennsylvania, entitled “Violence,  Religion, and Devotion in an Unstable World Order”
Spring, 2008: Received Internationally Competitive Research Grant, American Academy of Religion Open Competition, $4,000.00 to study Sri Lankan civil war.
2008: Research Grant for travel to Sri Lanka and India, University of Tennessee Faculty Research Program, $5,000.00.
2007: Elected to Membership in the University of Tennessee (Chattanooga) Council of Scholars, with eligibility for research and travel stipends.

 2003--2005: Grant Author and Director, University of Chattanooga Foundation Grant ($51,000) to design and lead a residential study term in India for University of Tennessee Students: involved 14 students and 4 faculty. Taught 2 courses in residence; conducted major 3-day concluding seminar during return year.
“Performance Exceeds Expectation" awarded for 2003-2004, 2005-2006. Highest possible Department Head evaluation given by the Dean in the College of Arts and Sciences at U.T.C. This evaluation is permitted for a maximum of 10% of the Program and Department Heads.
 1999-2002: DePauw University Martha Rieth Faculty Research Fellow
 1996--1999. Tour Leader and Grant Co-Author, India On-Site Study Tour Program for University and College Faculty, U.S. Government Title VIa Grant. Tour trips, summers of 1998 and 1999.

  1998: DePauw University Sabbatical Grant for Field Research in Samayapuram, India, $4,000.00.
 1998--Travel Grant from Centre National de Recherches Scientifiques de France for Conference Presentation, Paris, January,  $1,400.00.
 1996: Joint University of Chicago/ National Endowment for the Humanities Post-Doctoral Fellow 

 1992: American Institute of Indian Studies Travel/Research Grant, $9,700.00.
 1990: National Endowment for the Humanities Travel/Research Grant ,$2,000.00.
 1987: American Institute of Indian Studies Faculty Research Grant, $7,000.00.
 1986--7: National Endowment for the Humanities Fellowship for College Teachers  $32,000.00.
 1972: American Institute of Indian Studies Language Fellow in India  $5,200.00
 1970: Danforth Graduate Fellowship.  Covered graduate tuition, living expenses for 4 years.
 Fellow of the Society for Values in Higher Education (since 1970) 

 Member, Phi Beta Kappa (since 1968)

 1968--1970: Oberlin Shansi Teaching Fellow in India 
 1967: Oberlin Overseas Grant for Study in France 
 Blue Key Honorary Fraternity (Alfred University, 1966)

PUBLICATIONS:
“Violent Disciplines in the Militant Ascetic Traditions of India,” chapter 3 in Pratap Penumala (ed.), Introducing Hinduism. London: Equinox Publishers, forthcoming, 2012.
“Possession as Protection and  Affliction: The Goddess Mariyamman’s Fierce Grace” in  Fabrizio Ferrari (ed.), Health and Religious Rituals in South Asia: Disease, Possession and Healing. Chapter 12. Oxford: Routledge, 2010.
“Laughing Until it Hurts...Somebody Else--The Pain of a Ritual Joke,” in Dempsey, Corinne and Raj, Selva, Sacred Play: Ritual Levity and Humor in South Asian Religions. Albany: State Univeristy of New York Press, 2010, pp. 107-123.

 “A Miracle (or Two) in Tirucchi,” in  Dempsey, Corinne and Selva Raj, The Miracle as Conundrum in South Asian Religions. Albany: State University of New York Press, 2009, pp. 105-119.
“The Martyr Bomber Becomes a Goddess: Women, Theosis, and Sacrificial Violence in Sri Lanka,” in Transcurrents, (October 15, 2008). Online at  http://transcurrents.com/tc/2008/10/the_martyr_bomber_becomes_a_go.html

Co-editor, with Selva J. Raj, Dealing with Deities: The Ritual Vow in South Asia, 
Albany: State University of New York Press, 2006. Paperback edition, 2007. 
Author of one chapter (“Mariyamman of Samayapuram")  and co-author of 
two  chapters ("Introduction,” and “Concluding Essay”). 

-- Review in Journal of Asian Studies, vol. 66, No. 1, 2007, pp. 275-277
“Taming the Fever Goddess – Transforming a Tradition in Southern India,” in Manushi: A Journal of Women’s Studies,”  Jan-Feb. 2004, vol. 140, pp. 2-16.

“Hindu Devotion,” chapter 3, pp. 99-123 in Reinhart, Robin (ed.), Contemporary Hinduism: Ritual, Culture, and Practice.  Santa Barbara: ABC-CLIO Press, 2004.
“Meaningful Violence? Reflections on the Dynamics of Human Sacrifice,” Soundings--An Interdisciplinary Journal,  vol 83, No. 1, 2000, pp. 119-137.

“How the Fearsome, Fish-Eyed Queen Minatci Became a Perfectly Ordinary Goddess,” in Moon, Beverly and Elizabeth Benard  (eds), Goddesses Who Rule, New York: Oxford University Press, 2000, pp. 33-51.

“Speaking About Hinduism...and Speaking Against It,” Journal of the American Academy of Religion, Vol. 68, no. 4, December, 2000, pp. 733-740.

Four separate chapters: “Foreign Caste,” “A Ritual to Everything,” “Shopkeepers,” and “Spear Possession” in DeGraff, Geoff (ed.) Something to Write Home About: An Anthology, Oberlin, O.: Oberlin Shansi Memorial Association, 2000, pp. 136-147, 160-166.

“Disjunction and Continuity at the Midwest AAR Meetings: Reflections from a Retiring Regional President,” in Wilson, Brian (ed.) Midwest AAR Newsletter, Winter 2000, Kalamazoo: Dept. Of Comparative Religion, pp. 1-4

“La férocité de la déesse-mère guérrisseuse,” in  Dericquebourg, Régis (ed.), Ateliers, No. 23, 1999 -- Points de vue sur la thérapie religieuse. Lille 3: Cahiers de la Maison de la Recherche, Université Charles de Gaulle, pp. 66‑74.

“Promises Made to Goddesses: Women’s Boons and Men’s Fears,”in Niklas, Ulrike (ed.)  Kolam: A Mirror of Tamil Culture, Vol. 3, No. 1, February, 1999. Cologne: International Institute of Tamil Studies. http://www.rrz.uni‑koeln.de/phil‑fak/indologie/kolam/frame.html

Entries on "Dravidian" and "Kingship" in Harper's Encyclopedia of Religion, edited by J.Z. Smith & W.S. Green. New York: Harper & Row, 1996.

"Some Random Thoughts from a Cultural Commuter," Midwestern Review,vol.5, no. 2,  March, 1992, pp. 7-12.

"A Remembrance of Clyde A. Holbrook," Journal of the American Academy of Religion, vol. 59, no. 2, (Summer, 1991), pp. 373-376.

"A Self-Critical Approach to Understanding Other Religious Traditions," World Faiths Insight, n.s. no. 24 (February, 1990), pp. 11-20.

"Sacred Marriage in the Study of Religion: A Perspective From India On a Concept that Grew out of the Ancient Near East," Religion, vol. 19 (1989), pp. 353-376.

The Sacred Marriage of a Hindu Goddess. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1989. Revised Indian edition published by Motilal Banarsidass: New Delhi, 1992.

Selected Reviews: (1) McDermott, Rachel Fell, “New Contributions to the Study of Hindu Goddesses,” Religious Studies Review, vol 18, no. 3, July, 1992, pp. 196-202. (2)Bolle, Kees W., Journal of the American Oriental Society, vol. 112, no. 3, 1992, pp. 512-14, (3) Smith, Brian K., History of Religions, vol. 30, no. 3, February, 1991, pp. 324-5, (4) Raghunath, P. Vedanta Kesari, March, 1993, p. 8, (5) Parthasarathy, V., Tattvaloka, October/ November, 1994, pp. 87-8, (6) Yocum, Glenn, Religious Studies Review [Book Notes], vol 16, no. 2, April 1990, p. 179.

"How the City Became Sacred: Madurai in 'The Story of Siva's Sacred Games,'" The Journal of Tamil Studies, Vol. 31, No. 1 (June, 1987), pp. 1-20. 

"The Hindu Marriage as Soteriological Event,"  International Journal of Sociology of the Family, Vol. 17, No. 2, Autumn, 1987, pp.169‑182.

"The Authority of Sanskrit in Tamil Hinduism: A Case Study in Tracing a Text to its Sources," Mankind Quarterly, vol. 27, no. 3 (Spring, 1987): 295‑316.

"Reflections on What Ritual Does." The Key Reporter: National Newsletter of Phi Beta Kappa, Vol. 52, No. 3, Spring, 1987, pp. 1‑3. Portions reprinted in Jewish Life and Reader's Digest.

"Two Versions of a Tamil Text and the Contexts in which They Were Written." Journal of the Institute of Asian Studies, vol. 5, no. 1, September, 1987, pp. 1‑18.

"What Constitutes Evidence? Authority in Science and Religion," in Durfer and Hatfield (eds.) Toward a Common Vision: Papers from the 1985 Conference on Science and Religion, Pomona: California State Polytechnic University, 1987, pp. 177‑191.

"Kinship Metaphors in the Hindu Pantheon: Siva as Brother‑in‑Law and Son‑in‑Law." Journal of the American Academy of Religion, vol. 53, no. 3 (September, 1985): 411‑430.

"Why Bother to Study World Religions at DePauw?" The DePauw Alumnus Magazine, vol. 47, No. 3, Spring, 1983, pp. 37‑40.

Editor, Religion in Tamilnatu: The Beginnings of a Discussion.  Madurai: DeNobili Press, 1970.

SELECTED PROFESSIONAL PAPERS:

“Violent Disciplines: Sri Lanka's Tamil Tigers and the Militant Ascetic Traditions of India,”   November 7, 2009 at the Annual Meeting of the American Academy of  Religion, Montréal, Canada.
«La bombe humaine devient une déesse: femmes sacrificielles dans la guerre civile de Sri Lanka,» presented at the Center for the Study of New Religions Annual Meeting, June 7, 2007, l' Université Michel de Montaigne, Bordeaux, France.
"Strategies to Adopt/ Strategies to Avoid: The Introductory World Religions Course After 25 Years of Teaching It," presented at the Southeast Commission for the Study of Religion/ American Academy of Religion Meeting, March 16-18, 2007, Nashville, Tennessee.

“The Suicide Bomber Becomes a Goddess: Women, Theosis, and Sacrificial Violence in South Asia.,” presented at the Hawaiian International Conference on Humanities, Honolulu, January 12, 2006.
“A Miracle (or Two) in Tirucchi,” presented June 14, 2005 at the Conference for the Study of Religion in India, Albion College, Albion, Michigan. 

“From Vicious Bitch to Domesticated Middle Class Lady: The Goddess Comes a Long Way,” Presented December 20, 2003, New Delhi, India at the International Association for the History of Religions.

« Transmettre une Tradition Exige Qu’on Change la Tradition: l’Apprivoisement de la  déesse des fièvres dans l'Inde Méridionale »  Presented July 24, 2003,  Turin, Italy at the 27th meeting of the  Société Internationale de Sociologie des Religions
“Laughing Until it Hurts...Somebody Else--The Pain of a Ritual Joke,”  First version presented October 2, 2003, Emory University Faculty Seminar; second version presented  November, 2003, in Ritual Studies/Religion in South Asia panel on “Ritual Levity in South Asia” at the Annual Meeting of the American Academy of Religion in Toronto.

“How Religion Counts: A Response to the AAR National Survey of Religious Study Programs,” in the Plenary on Teaching Religion Today, April, 2002, Midwest American Academy of Religion, Chicago.

“How the Vow Functions as a Tool for Religious Devotion,” Department of Religious Studies Forum, University of Vermont (Burlington), October 14, 2001

“Goddess Temples Dedicated to Healing in Southern India,” paper written (then presented in absentia due to illness) for the Panel on “Religion and Healing,” at the American Anthropological Association, December 6, 2001, Washington, D.C.

"Dealing with the Goddess: Hopes, Fears, and Down Payments," August 9, 2000, International Association for the History of Religions, Durban South Africa

"A Kinder, Gentler Mariyamman and Middle Class Respectability," August 7, 2000, International Association for the History of Religions, Durban, South Africa 

“The Spiritual Dimensions of Violence: Reclaiming Human Sacrifice in New Age Religions,” Bossey Conference on “New Age in the Old World,” The World Council of Churches' Ecumenical Institute of the University of Geneva, July 19, 2000, Geneva, Switzerland.

Hinduism Lecture Series, Ohio University, Athens, Ohio. May 4-6, 2000.                           (1)  “Obligations and Responsibilities in 'Kinship Bhakti',” (2) “Cutting Deals with the Fever Goddess: Wounded Healers and Contractual Healings,” and (3) “The Explosive Critical Edge of Hinduism.”

"Negotiating Relationships With the Goddess,"  November, 1998 American Academy of Religion Meeting. Joint Ritual Studies/ Religion in South Asia Sections, Panel entitled, "Dealing with the Deity: Religious Vows in South Asian Hindu, Muslim, and Christian Places of Worship,” Orlando, Florida. 

       Revised version presented as a public lecture at Loyola University (Chicago), February 16, 1999. 

 "Promises Made to Hindu Goddesses: Women’s Boons and Mens' Fears," 46th Midwest Conference on Asian Affairs, Northern Illinois University, DeKalb, September 27, 1998.

"La ferocité de la déesse-mère guérrisseuse," presented at the Groupe de sociologie des religions du Centre national des récherches scientifiques, Paris, January 27, 1998.

"Promising to Walk with Visnu: Pilgrimage Vows in Hinduism," World History Association Sixth International Conference, Pamplona (Spain), June 21, 1997.

"The Multivocal Implications of the Tamil Term 'Nerttikatan' " at the Faculty Colloquium of the Institut für Indologie und Tamilstik, Köln University,  Köln, Germany, July 1, 1997.

"Negotiating the Healing Process in Tamil Hinduism," International Society of the Sociology of Religion, Toulouse (France), July 10, 1997.

"Négociation comme stratégie pour guérison parmi les hindous de Tamilnadu," Société internationale de sociologie des réligions,  Toulouse (France), July 11, 1997.

"Violence Without Meaning? Reflections on the Experience of Human Sacrifice," Annual Meeting of the American Academy of Religion, New Orleans, November 23, 1996.

"Ritual Suffering: Bearing Pain for the Goddess," Panel on Religion and Violence, Annual Meeting of Society for Values in Higher Education, August 11, 1996.

"Theoretical Beginnings to Sacrificial Endings: Inducing the Millenial Birth," Midwest Meeting of the American Academy of Religion,  St. Louis, March, 1996.

"Local Deities as Specialist Healers in Regional Hinduism," Lecture Presented to Medical Professionals, Indiana University Hospitals, Indianapolis, January 11, 1996.

"Violence Made Meaningful: Sacrifice, Spirit Possession, and Satanism," Annual Meeting of the Society for Values in Higher Education, Claremont, California, August, 1995.

"Negotiating the Healing Process in Tamil Hinduism," Midwest Meeting of the American Academy of Religion, Chicago, April, 1995.

"Healing Fever Goddesses of South India," Inaugural Presentation in A Symposium on Religion and Healing Sponsored by The National Endowment for the Humanities and the Ayres Lecture Series, Butler University, September, 1994.

"Rites of Passage: What They Mean is (Mostly) What They Do," Lecture presented to the Faculty Forum of Christian Theological Seminary, Indianapolis, February 24, 1994.

"Raw, Violent, and Dangerous: The Effrontery of a Village Goddess to the Established Hindu Orthopraxy," American Academy of Religion, Midwest Region, Western Michigan University, April 3, 1993

"Four Defining Features of the Hindu Tradition," A Convocation Lecture at Franklin College on October 12, 1992.

“The Renouncing Holy Person of Hinduism," Presented at the Society for Values in Higher Education at Hobart-William Smith Colleges, August, 1992.

"Sing it and Dance it; then You'll Believe It -- Performance in The Ecstatic Poetry of Saint Mirabai," An Introduction to a recital by Marcia Roberts, DePauw University School of Music, October 30, 1991, DePauw University

"The Formation of Vaisnava and Saiva Communities: Orthodoxy, Heterodoxy, and Syncretism in South Indian History," International Seminar on the Study of Sri Vaisnavism, The Ananthacharya Indological Research Institute, Bombay, India, January 2, 1990.

"Teaching the Introduction to Religion," Spring Meeting of the Indiana Academy of Religion, March 18, 1989, Indiana University, Indianapolis

 “The Festival Cycle Honoring the Hindu Goddess of Fevers," March 10, 1989. Lilly Lecture to the Department of Humanities, Indiana State University, Terre Haute, Indiana.

 "Illness as Religious Possession in the Cult of a Goddess," April 8, 1989, Midwest American Academy of Religion, Bloomington, Indiana

"The Life Story of a Goddess As an Example of Hagiography," Indiana State Conference on "Permanence and Change in China and India," April 28, 1989, Terre Haute, Indiana.

 "The Syncretistic Character of a Hindu Religious Festival."  March 29, 1988. Lilly Lecture to The Department of Humanities, Indiana State University, Terre Haute, Indiana.

"The Contingency of History and the Constancy of Hagiography."  April 10, 1988, Midwest American Academy of Religion, Columbus, Ohio.

"A Life History of Minatci: The Conquering Green Goddess With the Eyes of a Fish." December, 1987, American Academy of Religion Meetings, Boston, Massachusetts.

"Psychotherapy East and West: The Integrity of the Hindu World View," Presented to psychiatric residents of the Indiana University Department of Psychiatry at The School of Medicine, Indianapolis, April 8, 1986.

"A Literary Comparison of 13th Century and 17th Century Tamil Religious Texts, "November 5, 1986, South India Studies Society Annual Meeting, Madison, Wisconsin.

"The Translator as Traitor: Some Thoughts on the Process of Translation."  August 28, 1986, Graduate Department of English Literature, American College, Madurai, Tamilnadu, India.

 “Metaphors and the Economics of Religious Devotion: One Way of Understanding Human Religious Activity." August 6, 1986. Graduate Departments of Economics and English of St. John's College, Palayankottai, Tamilnadu, India. 

"Do the Gods Speak Only in Sanskrit? or Language and Authority in Hindu Texts." Presented April 12, 1985, Midwest American Academy of Religion, Rockford, Illinois

 "Christianity And The World Religions: Points of Impasse and Dialogue" March 3, 1985. St. Mark's Church, Bloomington, Indiana.  

 REVIEWS:
Drama as a Mode of Religious Realization: The Vidagdhama dhava of Rupa Gosva mi by Donna M. Wulff. (Chico: Scholars Press, 1984) in Asian Thought and Society, Vol. 10, no.30, Nov., 1985, pp. 226‑229.

Biardeau, Madeleine (ed.). Autour de la déesse hindoue. Purusartha: sciences sociales en asie du sud. Paris: Éditions de l'école des hautes études en sciences sociales, 1981. in South Asia in Review: Quarterly Review of New Books on South Asia, Vol 10, nos.1 & 2 , September, 1985,  pp. 13‑14.

Jung and Eastern Thought by Harold Coward. Albany: State University of New York  Press, 1985, in Religious Studies Review: A Quarterly Review of Publications in the Field of Religion and Related Disciplines, Volume 12, no. 1, January, 1986, p.43.

Gods of Flesh/Gods of Stone: The Embodiment of Divinity in India. Edited by Joanne Punzo Waghorne, Norman Culter, and Vasudha Narayanan. Chambersburg, Pa.: Anima Press, 1985. Pp. vi, 208 in Asian Thought and Society, Volume 13, No. 39 (October 1988), pp. 248‑250.

Ganesa: Lord of Obstacles, Lord of Beginnings by Paul B. Courtright. Oxford University Press, 1985, in Journal of the American Academy of Religion, Vol. 55, No. 1, 1987, pp. 140‑142.

Songs For the Bride: Wedding Rites of Rural India. William G. Archer. Edited by Barbara Stoler Miller and Mildred Archer. Studies in Oriental Culture, Number 20. New York: Columbia University Press, 1985, in  Journal of Ritual Studies, Vol. 1, No. 1,  1987: pp. 137‑139

Wives of the God‑King: The Rituals of the Devadasis of Puri. By Frédérique Apffel Marglin. Oxford, 1985, in  Journal of the American Academy of Religion, Vol 55, No. 2, Fall, 1987, pp. 405‑407.

Devi Mahatmya: The Crystallization of The Goddess Tradition. By Thomas B. Coburn. Delhi: Motilal Banarsidass, 1984, in History of Religions: An International Journal for Comparative Historical Studies, Volume 27, Number 2 , November, 1987, pp. 220‑222.

Songs of Experience: The Poetics of Tamil Devotion. By Norman Cutler. Bloomington and Indianapolis: University of Indiana Press, 1987, in Religious Studies Review, vol. 14, no. 1, January, 1988, p. 89.

Religion and the Western Mind. By Ninian Smart. Albany: State University of New York Press, 1987, in Encounter: A Journal of Creative Theological Scholarship, vol. 48 (1987), 423‑424

Two Tamil Folktales: The Story of King Matanakama, The Story of Peacock Ravana.  Translated and introduced by Kamil V. Zvelebil. Delhi: Motilal Banarsidass/Columbia, MO: South Asia Books, 1987, in Religious Studies Review, vol. 14, no. 4, October, 1988, p. 394.

Non‑Renunciation: Themes and Interpretations of Hindu Culture by T.N. Madan. Delhi: Oxford University Press, 1987. v + 187 pages, in Asian Thought and Society, vol. XIV, no. 40 (January 1989), pp. 72‑74.

Persephone's Quest: Entheogens And The Origins Of Religion. by R. Gordon Wasson, Stella Kramrisch, Jonathan Ott, and Carl A.P. Ruck. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1988, in Religious Studies Review, Spring, vol. 15, no. 1, 1989, p. 86.

Singing of Birth and Death: Texts in Performance.by Stuart H. Blackburn. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1988, in The Journal of Religion, vol 70, No. 1, January, 1990, pp. 131-2.

Women, Branch Stories, and Religious Rhetoric in a Tamil Buddhist Text, by Paula Richman. Foreign and Comparative Studies, South Asian Series, 12. Syracuse: Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public Affairs, Syracuse University, 1988, in Religious Studies Review, vol. 16, 1989, p. 94.

In Search of Self in India and Japan: Toward a Cross-Cultural Psychology, by Alan Roland. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1988, in Religious Studies Review, vol 16, No. 3, July, 1990, p. 234.

The Last Jews of Cochin: Jewish Identity in Hindu India, by Nathan Katz and Ellen S. Goldberg. Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 1993, in Journal of the American Academy of Religion, Vol. 64, No. 2, Summer, 1996, pp. 435-7.

Sati , The Blessing and the Curse: The Burning of Wives in India, edited by John Stratton Hawley. New York: Oxford University Press, 1994, in Journal of Religion, Vol. 76, No. 3, July, 1996, pp. 526-9.

The Home of the Dancing S iva: The Traditions of the Hindu Temple in Citamparam by Paul Younger. New York: Oxford University Press, 1995, in History of Religions, Vol 38, no. 3, February, 1999, p. 181.

The Dance of S iva: Religion, Art, and Poetry in South India by David Smith. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996. In The International Journal of Hindu Studies,  vol. 2, No. 2 (1998), pp. 306-307. 

Pierced by Murugan's Lance: Ritual, Power, and Moral Redemption among Malaysian Hindus by Elizabeth Fuller Collins. DeKalb: Northern Illinois University Press, 1997. The Journal of Ritual Studies, vol. 15, No. 1, (2001), pp. 89-91.

 Dam/Age – A Film with Arundhati Roy in Education About Asia, Volume 11, No. 1, Spring 2006, pp. 70-71.

New Homelands: Hindu Communities in Mauritius, Guyana, Trinidad, South Africa, Fiji, and East Africa by Paul Younger. New York: Oxford University Press, 2009. Dustjacket endorsement and argument summary. 
Global India circa 100 CE: South Asia in Early World History by Richard H. Davis. Ann Arbor: Association for Asian Studies, 2009. Pre-publication review with revision recommendation.
Shiv Sena Women: Violence and Communalism in a Bombay Slum. By Atreyee Sen, Bloomington and Indianapolis: Indiana University Press, 2007,  Journal of Asian Studies, forthcoming, 2011.

Saivism in the Diaspora: Contemporary Forms of Skanda Worship. By Ron Geaves. London and Oakville, CT.: 2007. Journal of Hindu Studies., forthcoming, 2011.
SELECTED ACADEMIC AND ADMINISTRATIVE EXPERIENCE:

Board Member and  Planning  Committee Member, Annual Conference for the Study of Religion in India, since 2005.

April 27-30, 2008 – Program Evaluator for Religious Studies and International Studies, Gettysburg College, Gettysburg, Pennsylvania

March 23, 24, 2006  -  Grant writer, organizer of conference at the Univeristy of Tennessee campus (Chattanooga) entitled “Reformulating Christianity: Lessons and Challenges from the Church in India” 
2004 to present – Occasional referee of articles submitted to the Journal of Asian Studies for publication
2002 -- 8: Professor and Department Head, Department of Philosophy and Religion, University of Tennessee at Chattanooga

2003 -- 2004: Director and Chief Administrator, University of Tennessee’s First Summer School Program for Study in India. 

2002 -- 2003:  Panel organizer for the Société Internationale de Sociologie Religieuse in July in Turin, Italy involving the following scholars: Régis Dericqueborg, Selva Raj, Coreen Dempsey, Liz Wilson. Panel focused on the tasks of passing the Hindu tradition on to the younger generation. 

Program Evaluator for Ritual Studies Group, American Academy of Religion Program Committee for the Annual Meeting, Toronto, November, 2002

Member, 1998 – 2002.  Editorial Advisory Board, Kolam: A Mirror of Tamil Culture, an online academic journal published twice yearly from the Institute of Indology of the University of Cologne and the South Asia Studies program of Singapore National University. See  http://www.uni‑koeln.de/phil‑fak/indologie/kolam/frame.html  From July, 2000.

Organizer for three panels on “Lay Vows in Hinduism, Buddhism, Christianity, and Islam,” for the International Association of History of Religions Meetings in Durban, South Africa, August, 2000.

Chair, DePauw Department of Religious Studies, 2000-2003

Elected to International Fellowship Selection Committee, American Institute of Indian Studies, March, 1999 - March, 2001.

Cited consultant, “For the Desperate, The Ultimate Protest,”  The New York Times, Section IV, February 21, 1999 article on religious suicide/sacrifice.

President,  Midwest American Academy of Religion, 1997-1999.

Member, Program and Planning Committee, Lilly Conference on Religion and the Media, May 14-16, 1998, Indiana University 

Publication Consultant for Oxford University Press, University of Pennsylvania Press, Columbia University Press, and State University of New York Press 

 Proposal Evaluation Panelist, National Endowment for the Humanities, Program of Seminars and Institutes for College and University Teachers, Washington, D.C., Spring, 1998. See “National Endowment for the Humanities 1998 Annual Report,” p. 63.

Panel Co-Organizer, with Selva J. Raj,  November, 1998 American Academy of Religion Meeting. Joint Ritual Studies/ Religion in South Asia Sections, Panel entitled, "Dealing with the Deity: Religious Vows in South Asian Hindu, Muslim, and Christian Places of Worship,” Orlando, Florida.

Panel Organizer and Chair, November, 1996 American Academy of Religion. Joint Ritual Studies/Religion, Culture, & Society Sections, Panel entitled, "Sacrificing People: Ritual Homicide as Religious Experience," New Orleans, Louisiana.

Vice-President and Program Chair, Midwest American Academy of Religion, 1996-1997

Chair, History of Religions Section, Midwest American Academy of Religion, 1988-93.

Executive Committee Member, Director of Annual Student Essay Contest, Vice-President, and President, Indiana Academy of Religion, 1984-89.

Program Chair and Organizer, 1988 Meeting of the Conference on Religion in South India at the National Humanities Center in Research Triangle Park, N.C. 

Panel Organizer and Chair, 1988 American Academy of Religion Comparative Studies Section, Panel entitled "History, Hagiography, and Mythology in the Stories of Eliza Snow, Mother Anne, The Mother of Heaven, and Minatci" 

Member (5 years) and chair (2 years), DePauw International Education Committee 


Member since 1983, DePauw Asian Studies Committee

Vice President and President, Alpha of DePauw Chapter, Phi Beta Kappa, 1987-89

DePauw Personnel Search Committees (2 in History, 3 in French, 1 in Chaplain's Office, 1 in Asian Studies for '88‑89) 

DePauw University Quality of Life [ad hoc] Committee  (1984‑1985)

Freshman Orientation and Program Committee (1987‑1989)

Faculty Advisor to Phi Gamma Delta Fraternity (1984-87)

                  PROJECTS IN PROCESS:

Book-length manuscript in progress on the Hindu “fever goddess” Mariyamman

Series of essays on suicide  bombing: “Violent Victims: The Sacrificial Nature of Suicide Bombing.”

