College of Health, Education and Professional Studies
School of Nursing
Policy on Drug Screening 
It is the policy of the College of Health, Education and Professional Studies (CHEPS) and the School of Nursing (SON) to be in compliance with all policies of the clinical facilities with which the College affiliates for student clinical learning experiences.  The Chattanooga Area Consortium of Healthcare Education requires all students in a health care related program be required to submit to a drug screen for cause.

The purpose of this policy is to provide a safe working environment for students, patients, visitors, healthcare agency staff and university faculty and staff.  In order to participate in the clinical experiences required in the health science programs, the student may be required to undergo drug screening prior to admission to a program. In addition, all students are subject to subsequent testing on a reasonable suspicion that he/she is under the influence of drugs or alcohol such that it impairs the student’s ability to perform competently.
If a student’s behavior demonstrates that he/she is impaired  (functioning in any impaired manner, exhibiting inappropriate behavior in the classroom or clinical setting, or demonstrating any unprofessional conduct or negligence associated with impairment), the faculty academically responsible for that student will document the specific behaviors of the student. This written communication will include any supportive facts and/or documentation of the occurrence (at a minimum: time, places, circumstances, behaviors, witnesses or other persons who possess knowledge of the student’s behavior). A determination of functioning in an unprofessional manner will be established by the professional responsible for the student based standards of the profession. 
The student will sign that he/she has read the documentation completed by the faculty regarding his/her behavior. If the behavior is observed in clinical practice, the student will be immediately removed from the agency for the sake of patient safety. If the behavior occurs in the classroom, the student will be removed from the classroom.  The student may not return to class or clinical until reviewed by the Dean of CHEPS. 
Documentation of behavior will be forwarded to the Dean or Designee for review on the day of the incident. The documentation will become part of the student's record. The Dean or Designee(s) will evaluate the documentation presented, and if warranted, request an immediate drug screen.  The Dean or Designee may ask to meet the student.  The final review will be completed by the Dean or Designee within five days of the incident.
If a student has a positive drug screen, s/he will not be allowed to participate in the clinical courses at the assigned clinical agency or any other clinical agency.  The student will be dismissed from the program.  The student will then be required to complete, at the student's cost, chemical dependency evaluation and treatment to be considered for readmission to the program.  Readmission into a program in the CHEPS will be considered only upon completion of a treatment program, and the recommendations of the program’s student/academic admission committee, the Department Head and the Dean.  Any student with a positive drug screen shall be dismissed from the program and will be immediately withdrawn from all courses.
 If the student desires to reapply to the program, he/she must provide proof of a minimum of one year of treatment in a program and documentation of ongoing treatment if readmitted to the program.  If readmitted to a program in the CHEPS, random drug screens will be required and these results must be conveyed to the Department Head.  The student will be required to obtain random drug testing until the student withdraws or graduates from the program. All testing is at the student's expense.
Licensed Students

Licensed students, who test positive on a drug screen, will be reported to Tennessee Professional Assistance Program (TNPAP).  Readmission into a program in the CHEPS will be considered only upon completion of a TNPAP approved rehabilitation program or the recommendation or TNPAP, and the recommendations of the program’s student/academic admission committee, the Department Head and the Dean.   
The CHEPS encourages impaired students to seek assistance voluntarily and assume responsibility for their personal and professional conduct. 
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